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Professional Counter-Strike competition

Professional Counter-Strike competition involves professional gamers competing in the first-
person shooter game series Counter-Strike.

The original game, released in 1999, is a mod developed by Minh "Gooseman” Le and Jess Cliffe
of the 1998 video game Half-Life, published by Valve.

Currently, the games that have been played competitively include Counter-Strike (CS also called
CS 1.

6), Counter-Strike: Condition Zero (CS:CZ), Counter-Strike: Source (CS:S) and Counter-Strike:
Global Offensive (CS:GO).

Major esports championships began in 2001 with the Cyberathlete Professional League Winter
Championship, won by Ninjas in Pyjamas.

[1][2]History [ edit ]

The Counter-Strike series has over 20 years of competitive history beginning with the original
Counter-Strike.

Tournaments for early versions of the game have been hosted since 2000, but the first prestigious
international tournament was hosted in Dallas, Texas at the 2001 Cyberathlete Professional
League (CPL) Winter Championship, won by the Swedish team Ninjas in Pyjamas.

The tournament offered a $150,000 prize pool and became known as the first "Major".

[1] The final significant update to the original Counter-Strike game was version 1.

6 in 2003, and so the game became known as Counter-Strike 1.6 ("CS 1.6").

2001 Winter CPL Counter-Strike tournament

In 2002, the World Cyber Games became the next tournament to host competitive Counter-Strike,
followed by the Electronic Sports World Cup in 2003.

These, along with the bi-annual CPL tournaments, were the dominant Majors of CS 1.6 through
2007.

CPL ceased operation in 2008, but another league, ESL, then added Counter-Strike to its Intel
Extreme Masters (IEM) series.

These tournaments continued for four years.



[1] The years of 2002-07 are considered Counter-Strike's first Golden Age, as the game's
popularity and market-share eclipsed all others in the fledgling esports industry.[citation needed]
Valve struggled to iterate and evolve on CS 1.

6 because of its high skill ceiling and gameplay.

The Counter-Strike Xbox release had limited success as compared to that of Halo and Call of
Duty.

The first official sequel was Counter-Strike: Source (CS:S), released on November 1, 2004.

The game was criticized by the competitive community, who believed the game's skill ceiling was
significantly lower than that of CS 1.6.

This caused a divide in the competitive community as to which game to play competitively.

[3] Valve, sponsors, and tournament organizers were advocating for the newer CS:S to be played
at tournaments, but the large majority of professional CS players refused to play it due to its
perceived shortcomings.

[citation needed] Counter-Strike esports gradually decreased in popularity during the late 2000s
and early 2010s.

This was in part due to the fractured competitive scene, but also due to the newcomer MOBA
genre overcoming Counter-Strike's previous stranglehold on the team-based esport market.

The release of Counter-Strike: Global Offensive (CS:GO) in 2012 reunited the competitive
community of Counter-Strike, ushering in a new era of esports relevance for the franchise.
Initially, the game was criticized for imbalanced gameplay, poor mechanics and bugs.

However, within several months the gameplay improved after updates from Valve.

The advent of video game streaming services such as UStream, Justin.

tv and Twitch increased the popularity of competitive Counter-Strike.

On September 16, 2013, Valve announced a US$250,000 community-funded prize pool for its first
CS:GO Major Championship; the money was funded through the "Arms Deal" update, which
created in-game cosmetics that players could purchase.

Valve also announced that the first Major would take place in Sweden at DreamHack Winter
2013.

[1] The Valve-sponsored Majors would go on to be the most important and prestigious
tournaments in the Global Offensive esports scene.

In October 2015, a number of professional esports organizations with Counter-Strike teams
announced the formation of a trade union that set several demands for future tournament
attendance.

The announcement was a publicly posted email written by Alexander Kokhanovsky, CEO of
Natus Vincere, that was sent to organizers of major esports events.

Teams that were part of the union included Natus Vincere, Team Liquid, Counter Logic Gaming,
Cloud9, Virtus.

pro, Team SoloMid, Fnatic, Ninjas in Pyjamas, Titan and Team EnVyUs.

Teams in this union would not attend Counter-Strike: Global Offensive tournaments with prize
pools of less than $75,000.

[4] In 2016, the World eSports Association (WESA) was founded by ESL with many esports
teams, including Fnatic, Natus Vincere, Team EnVyUs and FaZe Clan,[5] though FaZe Clan left
soon after the league's formation.

[6] In its announcement, WESA said it would "further professionalize eSports by introducing
elements of player representation, standardized regulations, and revenue sharing for teams".
They also planned to help fans and organizers by "seeking to create predictable schedules."[5]
Valve's decisions have a strong influence on the competitive metagame.

Decisions such as the removal of old maps and additions of new maps are often met with criticism,
as well as changes made to certain weapons' performance characteristics.

In 2016, Valve was "heavily criticized" for the removal of the map Inferno and its replacement,
Nuke, in the competitive map pool.

[7][8] The release of CS 1.

6 in 2003 saw a contentious nerf of the iconic AWP sniper rifle by increasing its draw time.



This significantly reduced the ability of a player armed with an AWP to simultaneously engage
multiple targets.

The AWP was again the subject of a controversial nerf in 2015 when players' movement speed
and acceleration was decreased while the weapon was equipped.

Valve has also implemented new coaching rules restricting the ability of communication between
coaches and players during a match, and altered a 15-year precedent by increasing the duration
of each round and bomb timer in 2015.[9]

By 2014, 25 million copies of the Counter-Strike series were sold.

The game's fan base remains strong, having reached a new record of 1.

4 million concurrent players in March 2023, surpassing the game's previous record of 1.

3 million concurrent players in 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic.[10][2][11]

Tournament system [ edit ]

Counter-Strike tournaments can be hosted by any entity, and do not have a single official event
organizer (like FIFA in football association, for example).

The Major Championships, sponsored by Valve and held by different organizers twice a year, are
the most prestigious tournaments, although they may not necessarily have the highest prizes.
Most of the big teams compete, most of the time, in world tournaments that bring together teams
from all corners of the world.

[12][13] Some of the most notable major tournaments are organized by ESL, such as the Intel
Extreme Masters and ESL Pro League, and by BLAST, such as the BLAST Premier series.
Tournaments that do not have a worldwide character are usually organized for teams of lower
level, serving as qualifiers for the main tournaments.[14][12]

Teams rankings are published by HLTV and ESL, who use various criteria to determine the best
ranked teams from the most recent tournaments.

These rankings are then used by some tournament organizers to directly invite teams, depending
on their rank.

In 2023, Valve announced that starting in 2025, only the official Valve ranking system could be
used to generate invitations, and all other "large-scale" events need to use open qualifiers.
Media coverage [ edit ]

As the game and the scene grew in popularity, companies, including WME/IMG and Turner
Broadcasting, began to televise Global Offensive professional games, with the first being
ELEAGUE Major 2017, held at the Fox Theatre and broadcast on US cable television network
TBS in 2016.

[15] On August 22, 2018, Turner announced its further programming of Global Offensive with
ELEAGUE's Esports 101: CSGO and ELEAGUE CS:GO Premier 2018's docuseries on TBS.[16]
Controversies [ edit |Cheating [ edit ]

Cheating, particularly through the use of software hacks on online servers, has been a problem
throughout the history of Counter-Strike and generally results in a game ban if discovered.

A Valve Anti-Cheat (VAC) ban is the most common way in which players are banned.

VAC is a system designed by Valve to detect cheats on computers.

Any time a player connects to a VAC-secured server and a cheat is detected, the user is kicked
from the server, given a permanent lifetime ban and barred from playing on any VAC-secured
servers.

[17] Professional players play online on independent platform servers hosted by leagues such as
ESEA or Faceit, which have proprietary anti-cheat programs.[18]

Linus "bObbzki" Lundqvist was the first known professional player to be banned in Global
Offensive.

Hovik "KQLY" Tovmassian was one of the highest-profile players to be issued a VAC ban.

KQLY was banned, along with several other professional players, such as Gordon "Sf" Giry, while
KQLY was playing for France's best team, Titan.

[19] Vinicius "v$m" Moreira from Brazil was VAC-banned while he was playing for Detona
Gaming.[20]

Cheating has also occurred at LAN tournaments, and players who cheat at organized



tournaments may receive permanent bans or may be dismissed from their team.

In 2018, at the eXTREMESLAND ZOWIE Asia CS:GO, Nikhil "forsaken” Kumawat of OpTic India
was caught cheating mid-match using aimbot during a tournament game against Revolution, a
Vietnamese Counter-Strike: Global Offensive team.

[21] The tournament had a $100,000 prize pool.

[22] OpTic India was disqualified and Kumawat was dismissed from the team.[23]

In 2020, the Esports Integrity Commission (ESIC) banned over 37 coaches[24] due to abuse of a
spectator mode bug.

Valve also has punished these coaches from a number of CS:GO Majors with the severity
dependant on the number of times the bug was abused.[25]

On 15 April 2021, Valve updated event guidelines to allow players with VAC banned accounts to
compete again in Valve sponsored events.

[26] The updated rules state: A VAC ban will only disqualify a player from an event if it was either
received less than 5 years prior, or if it was received at any time after their first participation in a
Valve-sponsored event.

Match fixing [ edit ]

Players have also been banned for match fixing.

In August 2014, two CS:GO teams, iBUYPOWER and NetcodeGuides.

com, were involved in a match-fixing scandal that has been cited as "the first large match fixing
scandal" in the CS:GO community.

[27] IBUYPOWER, who was heavily favored to win, lost in a resounding 16-to-4 defeat to
NetcodeGuides.com.

It was later discovered in a tip to Dot Esports that the match was fixed.[28]

On 20 Jan 2021, ESIC issues sanctions against 35 players[29] for betting related offences
primarily in the Australian CS:GO scene.

On the 31st of March 2021 the Commissioner of the ESIC, lan Smith, has revealed that the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is now involved in the ongoing investigation into match-
fixing in North American Counter-Strike, which has been underway since September 2020.

[30] ESIC is collaborating with federal law enforcement as part of a larger investigation into
players bribed to fix matches by outside "betting syndicates".

Gambling [ edit ]

Following the introduction of weapon skins into Global Offensive with the Arms Deal update in
August 2013, a virtual economy formed around the skins based on rarity and desirability.
Because of this, a number of skin-trading and gambling sites using the Steamworks API were
created.

Initially, these sites focused on wagering skins on the outcomes of professional and semi-
professional CS:GO matches, in the vein of sports betting.

However, some of these sites began to offer casino gambling functionality in 2015, allowing users
to gamble their skins on the outcome of roulette spins, coin flips, dice rolls, and other games of
chance.

[31][32] According to research firm Eilers & Krejcik Gaming, players and esports fans wagered $2.
3 billion in 2015,[33] and $5 billion in 2016[34] on CS:GO skins.

In June and July of that year, two lawsuits were filed against specific gambling sites and Valve,
arguing that Valve allowed their skins to be used for illegal underage gambling.

[35][36] Valve began to take steps to prevent these sites from using Steamworks for gambling
purposes, and several of the sites ceased operating as a result.

[37] In July 2018, Valve disabled the opening of containers in Belgium and the Netherlands after
the in-game loot boxes appeared to violate Dutch and Belgium gambling laws.

[38] However, some parties have tried to contest Valve's gambling rules.[39]
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Em Frankfurt an der Oder, um sinal irbnico diz: "Frankfurt odré / Slubice - sem fronteiras". Slubice
€ a cidade polonesa do outro lado da rapida fluindo rio Ider que marca os inicios na Republica
Federal Alema.

Atravessando o rio, uma ponte conecta essas duas nac¢des europeias. Uma linha de carros
espera pacientemente para entrar da Pol6nia: a policia alema transportando metralhadora e
adornada com colete alto-viz; os vagdes passam ou puxam aqueles que consideram suspeitos?!
"E um negdcio diario aqui que as pessoas ndo atendam aos requisitos de entrada para a
Alemanha e talvez até mesmo o espaco Schengen, entdo tém ser submetidas a medidas
policiais adicionais"”, diz Tom Knie.

Estas sé@o agora as novas realidades baixar brazino 777 todas fronteiras terrestres da Alemanha.
Em 16 de setembro, Berlim ordenou a " reintroduc&o temporaria do controle das fronteiras" nas
fronteira da Alemanha com Bélgica.

A medida estende os controles ja baixar brazino 777 vigor nas fronteiras com a Pol6nia, Austria e
Suica que estédo operando desde outubro.

A razdo para a reintroducéo desses cheques reside baixar brazino 777 grande parte nas
guestdes domésticas alemas, todas elas interconectadas mas cada uma das pressdes sobre o
chanceler aleméao Olaf Scholz e baixar brazino 777 coalizdo de governo — as mais severas delas
vém da crescente direita alema.

Mas também marcam o fim de uma era da politica liberal alema para a migracéo —
Wilkommenskultur.

ou "cultura bem-vinda" - iniciada pela antecessora de Scholz, Angela Merkel baixar brazino 777
2024 e levanta questdes sobre a viabilidade da zona Schengen inteira.

A migracéo, o terrorismo e a AFD.

Como se um lembrete da importancia do partido Alternativa para a Alemanha (AfD) baixar brazino
777 ascensao coloca na seguranca fronteira com o pais, fixado aos postes de iluminacdo ao
longo das estradas até Frankfurt / Oder séo seus cartazes campanha.

Um deles diz "N0s te protegemos!" com uma aguia, o simbolo federal da Alemanha rola sobre um
compartimento que contém luz de transito -o sinal do governo coalizdo aqui conhecido como a
“coalizdo semaforos”- e mais insidiosamente: mesquita.

Uma onda de ataques terroristas antes das elei¢ées estaduais importantes nas regides inclinadas
da direita impulsionou a questao do front e centro dos recentes votos.

Em junho, um afegdo de 25 anos matou uma policial baixar brazino 777 Manheim e semanas
depois 0 sirio assassinou trés pessoas com facas. Ambos os incidentes foram capitalizados pela
AfD

Uma das figuras mais controversas do partido, Bjoern Hoecke pedia a X um "fim deste caminho
equivocado de multiculturalismo forcado”.

No inicio de setembro, o AfD tornou-se a primeira extrema direita desde os nazistas para ganhar



uma elei¢do estadual. Vitéria na Turingia um antigo estado da Alemanha Oriental foi seguido por
outro préximo partido baixar brazino 777 Saxdénia

A AFD ha muito tempo faz campanha baixar brazino 777 um bilhete que é amplamente anti-
imigracdo. Alice Weidel, colider da afd s disse no passado: "A Alemanha se tornou” pais sem
fronteiras onde qualquer pessoa pode entrar e ndo fazemos nada sobre isso."”

O sucesso deles, aliado a ascensao da extrema esquerda que também tem posturas anti-
imigracao encontrou uma maneira de roer o apoio do Scholz e acabou forcando a chanceler para
agir.

Falando no Bundestag antes das restricbes de fronteira, Scholz disse: "Estamos fazendo isso
embora seja dificil com nossos vizinhos... Acho que temos a passar por isto. Agora é necessario
para nds suportarmos esta disputa.”

Raphael Bossong, pesquisador do Instituto Alemé&o de Assuntos Internacionais e Seguranca
Internacional disse que ceder as chamadas dos populistas da direita ndo vai ganhar elei¢gfes. Ele
afirmou "os partidos tradicionais podem ignorar o sentimento publico segundo a qual é preciso
controlar mais as migracdes mas realmente comecgarmos uma posi¢cao tomada pela AfD no final
das contas serd um tiro na culatra".

Héa potencial para mais miséria a ser acumulada baixar brazino 777 Scholz e seu governo neste
fim de semana, como Brandenburg também vai as urnas escolher os seus lideres regionais.

As previsOes atuais colocam a AfD baixar brazino 777 curso para 28,4% dos votos e vencem o
Partido Social Democrata de Scholz.

O resultado poderia facilmente significar mais problemas para Scholz e um enfraquecimento
adicional de baixar brazino 777 coalizdo, além do aumento dos pedidos por novas elei¢cdes
federais antes da préoxima setembro.

Os apelos para mais verificagdes nas fronteiras da Alemanha também marcam uma mudanca
radical no coracdo das politicas de Merkel.

Em 2024, a ex-chanceler aleméa Merkel, que sempre foi popular e de longa data chanceler da
Alemanha abriu as fronteiras alemas para os migrantes fugindo das suas casas - na época baixar
brazino 777 grande parte sirios por causa do pais guerra civil.

Dados de migracao do governo alem&o mostram que 13,7 milhdes ndo-aleméaes migrantes
entraram 2024-2024. No mesmo periodo antes 2024, esse numero era apenas 5,8 milhdo ndice
1.

Os movimentos de Merkel ficaram conhecidos como Wilkommenskulturand e colocaram a
Alemanha a parte no cenario mundial na politica liberal da migracao.

Gerlad Knaus, um assessor de migracdo do governo Merkel na época disse que "a Alemanha
tem sido o pilar da Europa e sistema global dos refugiados"”, mas agora ele vé a atual
administracao aleméa‘'sonoando baixar brazino 777 uma armadilha’.

Ele disse que a promessa de controlar as migracdes irregulares na fronteira ndo seré possivel,
mas "ird aumentar expectativas para realmente construir cercas no final e transformar paises
baixar brazino 777 fortaleza".

O atual governo, disse Knaus enfrenta a demanda para regularizar e controlar o movimento; [e]o
Governo aceita legitimidade da exigéncia (pela extrema-direita), mas ndo tem uma politica que
funcione. "

Para Knaus, a perspectiva da mudanca na politica alema levanta outro espectro.

“Se vocé promete controlar uma questdo emocional como a migracdo e o que propde nao
funciona, além de deixar seu objetivo para tras esta se preparando pra um fracasso explorado
por aqueles preparados”, disse Knaus.
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