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Por que eu esta ganhando no blackJack? por que nés estamos perdendo

por que vocés estéo

Luke Littler and Luke Humphries will contest the PDC's Paddy Power World Darts
Championship final and our guide includes tournament statistics, head-to-head records,
how they got here, betting tips plus TV details of when and where to watch.

After 15

days of history-making darting drama featuring classic matches, shocks, herculean
comebacks, unexpected runs and 878 180s that's generated £878,000 to Prostate Cancer
UK, the Sid Waddell Trophy will be fittingly lifted by a new champion. It'll either be

a 16-year-old whose astonishing talents and lack of fear continue to defy belief or the
new world number one who is chasing his fourth major title since the start of October.
The only thing we're missing - like we were at this stage of last year's edition - is a
nine-dart finish but we all know how that can change in potentially 13 more sets to
come. Luke Humphries is the marginal favourite after finally rediscovering his best

form following a sluggish start to the tournament but Luke Littler will have pretty

much everyone on his side as he bids to become the youngest world darts champion of all
time. Enough of the scene setting, here's a closer look at all the key statistics and

other various factors to help you with your bets ahead Wednesday night's climax at the
Alexandra Palace... Darts betting tips: World Championship final 2pts Either player to
hit a nine-dart finish at 8/1 (William Hill, BetVictor) 2pts Luke Humphries to win and

hit most 180s at 7/4 (Sky Bet) 1pt both players to average over 100.5 at 2/1

(Ladbrokes) 1pt Luke Humphries to win 7-5 at 13/2 (William Hill) 1pt 33+ 180s and 7+
100+ checkouts in the match at 6/4 (Sky Bet) Sky Bet odds | Paddy Power | Betfair
Sportsbook

Luke Littler (6/5) v Luke Humphries (8/11) PDC World Darts Championship

final: Wednesday January 3

TV coverage & start time: Sky Sports Main Event (1945

GMT)

Wednesday January 3 Sky Sports Main Event (1945 GMT) Format: Best of 13 sets. Al
sets best of five legs except the 13th, when either player will need to win by two



clear legs until it reaches a sudden-death leg at 5-5.

Littler v. Humphries:

Head-to-head record Overall Head-to-Head : 0-1

: 0-1 Televised Head-to-Head: 0-0

Normally this section of my major final previews is packed full of past meetings but
obviously the fact we've got a 16-year-old finalist who hasn't even played on the PDC
Tour yet means there's pretty much nothing to see here! However, the sporting romantic
in me wants to include their only known clash in a small Hayling Island competition
back in 2024 when Humphries beat a 12-year-old Littler in the quarter-finals. Littler
was asked about this after his stunning victory over Rob Cross on Tuesday night and |
found it quite endearing that he focused more on how far Humphries has come since that
meeting rather than himself!

2024: 12-year-old Luke Littler plays Luke Humphries in a

local pub competition

Jan 2024: Luke Littler will face Luke Humphries in the World

Championship final

Darts delivers another crazy story. pic.twitter/JubgOX1kZt — Chris

Hammer (@ChrisHammer180) January 2, 2024

Littler v Humphries: 2024 World Championship

statistics (Luke Littler figures on the left, scroll further down for match-by-match

stats) Tournament Average : 101.82 - 99.33

100+ match averages :4 -2

Highest average

:106.12 (R1) - 108.74 (SF)

Lowest average : 92.65 (R2) - 91.38 (R2)

:101.82 - 99.33:

4-2:106.12 (R1) - 108.74 (SF) : 92.65 (R2) - 91.38 (R2) Tournament 180s: 50 -

50

180s per leg: 0.38 - 0.39

50 - 50 0.38 - 0.39 Checkout percentage : 44.68% (84/188)

- 40.62% (78/192)

: 44.68% (84/188) - 40.62% (78/192) Sets won/lost: 25/6 - 22/7

Legs

won/lost : 84/48 - 78/51

25/6 - 22/7 : 84/48 - 78/51 100+ checkouts : 11 - 11

Per leg

won : 13.09% - 14.10%

Highest checkout : 164 - 170

:11- 11:13.09% - 14.10% : 164 -

170 Match Treble% (win, most 180s + high C/O): 60% - 40% If you isolated these stats
and ignored every other factor including age and inexperience - although Littler is
making both of those seem completely and utterly irrelevant anyway - then you'd
probably have to make the 'Nuke' the slight favourite. Even though averages are 'just a
guide’, to be well above 100 after six matches is the kind of level reached or exceeded
by the likes of Phil Taylor, Michael van Gerwen and Gary Anderson down the years, while
he's also managed it two more times than Humphries. However, Cool Hand has moved
through the gears in emphatic fashion in his last two matches after dodging multiple
bullets in the previous rounds and if he maintains that standard then Littler may

finally meet his match. As for the other areas of the games, it couldn't be much

closer. They are both level of 50 maximums in the race to lift the Ballon d'Art and
judging from their 180 per leg rates, that trophy hangs in the balance too. We could
also see plenty of 100+ checkouts given how prolific they've been - Humphries even
managed six in the 18 legs he won against Scott Williams. CLICK HERE to back both



players to average over 100 with Sky Bet CLICK HERE to back 33+ 180s and 7+ 100+
checkouts with Sky Bet

WATCH MY INTERVIEW WITH PAUL NICHOLSON ABOUT LUKE LITTLER BEING
THE NEXT PHIL TAYLOR

IS LUKE LITTLER THE NEXT PHIL TAYLOR AND WILL HE BE IN THE PREMIER
LEAGUE?

Luke Littler v Luke Humphries: 2024 stats pre-World Championship Three-Dart
Average : 92.63 — 98.59

1 92.63 — 98.59 180s per leg : 0.31 - 0.33

:0.31-0.33

Checkout percentage : 37.95% - 41.52 %

: 37.95% - 41.52 100+ checkout per leg won :

9.82% - 10.60 %

: 9.82% - 10.60 Match Treble % (Win, most 180s & high checkout):

Unavailable - 27.88% Obviously these statistics are not quite so relevant especially
now we know what Littler can produce on the biggest stage of all on a regular basis but
any Humphries backers will be relieved to see how his recent performances are more in
line with the stunning stats we saw from him throughout 2024.

Win a Paddy

Power-sponsored Winmau board (surround not included)

Routes to the World Championship

final LUKE LITTLER R1: 3-0 v Christian Kist

Set scores: 3-0, 3-1, 3-1

Average:

106.12

180s: 7 (0.63 per leg)

100+ Checkouts: 1 (High: 106)

Checkout %: 50%

(9/18)

LUDICROUS FROM LITTLER

106.12 average

7 x 180s

50% on the doubles

A

truly ridiculous performance on debut from 16-year-old Luke Littler as he beats
Christian Kist 3-0!

/lt.co/f3BRU9WTIloD#WCDarts | R1 pic.twitter/WioSIPaxYq — PDC

Darts (@OfficialPDC) December 20, 2024

Luke Littler's ability at 16 is crazy and so is

the way he calmly handles all these press conferences so eloquently.
pic.twitter/SFKcEr0zt2 — Chris Hammer (@ChrisHammer180) December 30, 2024
LUKE LITTLER

IS IN THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL!!

Luke Littler has beaten Rob Cross 6-2!

A 106.05

average from the 16-year-old sensation!

/lt.co/f3RU9WTIloD#WCDarts | SF

pic.twitter/1x90nLF1oL — PDC Darts (@OfficialPDC) January 2, 2024

Breathtaking isn't

it? If you were shown these match-by-match statistics and were told 'this is what Phil
Taylor/Michael van Gerwen/Gary Anderson' managed on his way to the **** final’, for
example, you believe them and also whimsically remember just how good they were in
their pomp. And here's an interesting fact for you that further underlines how



staggering his stats are. Those aforementioned legends above are the only players to
have managed four or more 100+ averages en route to a final! Taylor and Anderson have
done it in four different tournaments apiece while MVG did it in three. This lad is
special. In Brendan Dolan, he battered a player who made life so difficult for Gerwyn
Price and Anderson but the only thing missing from this run - and | expressed this
during my preview for the semi-finals in which | foolishly backed Rob Cross - was that
he hadn't felt the pressure of playing anyone ranked higher than 20th who could throw a
big average in against him. Well he handled that well, didn't he! Voltage averaged 102
and even won the opening set but Littler bounced back to brush another former world
champion aside without hardly breaking sweat. Littler even said afterwards that nothing
has felt difficult. So not only does he make it look easy, he probably actually feels

like itis. The only player who has given him something to think about is Andrew
Gilding, who managed to win eight of the 17 legs played despite losing 3-1 in

sets.

HUMPHRIES HAS DONE IT!!

What resolve. What steel.

From the brink of defeat,

Luke Humphries finds the heart to battle back and beat Ricardo Pietreczko to keep his
World Championship dreams alive.

LOOK AT THAT CELEBRATION

[lt.co/f3BRU9WTIloD#WCDarts pic.twitter/NJ8Y Sokif6 — PDC Darts (@ OfficialPDC)
December 28, 2024

R4: 4-3 v Joe Cullen

Set scores: 2-3, 0-3, 3-1, 3-2, 2-3, 3-0,

6-5

Average: 99.23

180s: 12 (0.33 per leg)

100+ Checkouts: 2 (High: 100)

Checkout %:

33.9% (19/56)

One of the most ridiculous legs of darts ever between Luke Humphries and

Joe Cullen!pic.twitter/oNpAfeUQ7E — Chris Hammer (@ChrisHammer180) December 30,
2024

QF: 5-1 v Dave Chisnall

Set scores: 3-1, 2-3, 3-1, 3-2, 3-2, 3-0

Average:

103.50

180s: 12 (0.43 per leg)

100+ Checkouts: 3 (High: 164)

Checkout %: 40.5%

(17/42)

3-1, 2-3, 3-1, 3-2, 3-2, 3-0 103.50 12 (0.43 per leg) 3 (High: 164) 40.5%

(17/42) SF: 6-0 v Scott Williams

Set scores: 3-2, 3-0, 3-2, 3-2, 3-0, 3-1

Average:

108.74

180s: 14 (0.56 per leg)

100+ Checkouts: 6 (High: 170)

Checkout %: 60% (18/30)

Humphries stormed into the World Championship as the favourite - and my pre-tournament
tip - because there was quite frankly no stopping him. He was winning majors and
posting 100+ averages for fun, while he was continually showing the kind of mental



strength that was lacking from his game in previous seasons. Then all of a sudden his
momentum ground to a worrying halt when trailing Ricardo Pietreczko in front raucous
German support 3-1 in round three and it looked as though nothing could save him.
Certainly not his actual darts, which were a brand new set due to a point breaking off
one of his usual set. But after winning the deciding leg of set five, he went on to win

six of the next seven legs to pull off an incredible comeback and keep his hopes alive.
Those hopes were hanging by a thread in the very next round when survived two match
darts against a heart-broken Joe Cullen before coming through one of most ridiculous
endings you'll ever see. If he does indeed lift this trophy then he'll have no shortage

of 'what if moments to look back on but he left nothing to chance in the last two

rounds, averaging 103.5 and 108.74 against Dave Chisnall and Scott Williams
respectively, dropping just one set combined. That's his scary level - especially the
108.74 which is the 10th highest average in World Championship history - and one |
really hope he delivers tonight against Littler. Not just because | backed him, but
because if Littler can respond with something similar, we could be about to witness one
of the most astonishing finals ever. CLICK HERE to back both players to average over
100.5 with Sky Bet

World Championship final predictions and tips This is the most

eagerly-anticipated World Championship final for generations and all signs point to

this living up to the hype in the same way Taylor v Barney did all those years ago. The
fact that it's so hard to call is also remarkable because it's a clash between a
pre-tournament favourite and a 16-year-old who nobody thought would be here before a
dart was thrown. But way Littler despatched Rob Cross, who produced big numbers, proved
he really can cope with a proper world title contender on the biggest stage of all and
really isn't fazed by the pressure whatsoever. He'll just get up there again and so

pretty much the same as if he's been doing it for years. Humphries' calming and

friendly presence obviously won't intimidate him and, if anything, there's been more
fear factor built up around Littler's game. He's made grown men buckle up there despite
all the experience they had. Cool Hand, however, is a completely different proposition.
One of his strongest assets now is his mental strength and the fact he rarely shows any
sign of emotion anymore. He too will stay focused and keep trusting his own process.
Their fast, free-flowing styles will also compliment each other. It will be an absolute
darting joy to watch. This time last year | tipped a nine-dart finish in the final and

I'm going to do the same again. I'm even tempted to tip both of them to have one given
how spectacular they're playing and the amount of sets we may see but I'll be slightly
less bold and stick with any perfect leg at 8/1. | also love how this bet can never be
dead until the winning double is hit. CLICK HERE to back either player to hit a

nine-dart finish with Sky Bet If Humphries had laboured into this final then | would
absolutely be going for Littler but Cool Hand's dominance in the last two games shows
he's back to his very best and in no mood to mess around with drama anymore. The world
number one will want to go out and put Littler to the sword - and that's exactly the
mentality he'll need to stand a chance. I'm going to throw in Humphries to fire in the
most 180s as well because he was managing 0.43 and 0.56 per leg in the past two matches
and if he's in relentless mood tonight, not even Littler's impressive levels will keep

up. Both are landing a prolific number of 100+ checkouts so we can expect a fair few of
those as well, especially if we get plenty of sets that we're all expecting. Finally,

sit back and place a fictional £1000 on it being one of the best finals of all time.

I'll give you 1/1000! Scoreline prediction: Littler 5-7 Humphries (Sky Bet Price: 6/1)
CLICK HERE to back Luke Humphries to win and hit most 180s with Sky Bet CLICK HERE to
back Luke Humphries to win 7-5 with Sky Bet

Luke Littler: Roll of honour Senior titles

(WDF) British Classic - 2024

British Open - 2024



British Internationals 2024

Irish Open

2024

Isle of Man Classic 2024

Romanian Classic 2024

Welsh Open 2024 Major Youth titles
PDC World Youth Championship - 2024
JDC World Championship - 2024, 2024
PDC Development

Tour titles 2024 (x5)

Luke Humphries: Roll of honour World Grand Prix (2024)
Grand Slam

of Darts (2024)

Players Championship Finals (2024)

5x European Tour titles

4x Players

Championship titles

World Youth Championship (2024)
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Jonatan Giraldez: el éxito sin precedentes de Barcelona en
tres anos

Jonatan Giraldez ha logrado un éxito que nunca imaginé en 5 Barcelona, y todo esto en solo tres
afnos. A los 32 afios, ha ganado nueve de los 11 trofeos disponibles 5 desde que asumié el cargo
en 2024. El sdbado, cuando Barcelona juegue contra Lyon en la final de la Champions 5 League,
podria ser su décimo trofeo en doce oportunidades.

Uno de los trofeos que se le escaparon fue la Copa de 5 la Reina de la temporada pasada, ya que
Barcelona fue descalificado por alinear a un jugador inelegible (obviamente habian ganado 5 el
juego 9-0). El otro fue més dificil de aceptar, pero ahora brinda la oportunidad de redencion: la
derrota en 5 la final de la Champions League 2024 ante Lyon.

Giraldez aun no ha derrotado a Lyon, pero si su equipo sale 5 victorioso, partira a los Estados
Unidos después de ganar el cuadruplete en su ultima temporada. Este afio, Giraldez anunci6 que
5 se unira a la National Women's Soccer League (NWSL) para dirigir al Washington Spirit.



Cuando nos reunimos en el estadio 5 Johan Cruyff, esta de buen humor.

"Barcelona me ha dado todo. Me ha permitido dedicarme a lo que mas amo", dijo. 5 "Que pude
recibir un trabajo en otro pais, en otro contexto y en otro club; es gracias a Barcelona."

Giraldez lleg6 5 al club en 2024 como asistente del entrenador Lluis Cortés. En 2024, justo dos
dias después del anuncio de que 5 Cortés se iba, Barcelona anuncié que Giraldez daria un paso
adelante para reemplazarlo. En su primera temporada como entrenador, permanecieron 5 invictos
en laligay llegaron a la final de la Champions League. "Creo en lo que he podido dar 5 al club, ha
sido una sinergia en la que ambos nos hemos beneficiado. Era un fanatico de Barcelona incluso
antes 5 de comenzar a trabajar para el club y ahora, siempre lo seré”, dijo.

El éxito en cifras

En las ultimas tres temporadas, 5 el lado catalan ha ganado 85 de 88 partidos de Liga F. En
Europa, Giraldez tiene un récord de 26 5 victorias, cuatro derrotas y dos empates en 32 partidos,
con 112 goles a favor y 32 en contra. A pesar 5 de que los nimeros lo hacen parecer facil, el
equipo ha tenido que superar muchos obstaculos para continuar en una 5 trayectoria ascendente.

"Ha sido muy enriquecedor porgue todos dicen, 'estas en Barcelona, estas acostumbrado a
ganar'. Es cierto, pero lo miras 5 y jugamos de manera diferente cada temporada”, explico
Giraldez.

"En una base defensiva, hemos tenido centrocampistas y extremos por igual. Cuando 5 cambias
las cosas tacticamente de manera defensiva, siempre tienes algo en lo que trabajar en el
entrenamiento y te vuelves 5 menos predecible para los oponentes. En un nivel ofensivo, hemos
tenido cambios cada temporada”.

Superando las dificultades

La partida de Lieke Martens 5 y Jennifer Hermoso en el verano de 2024 significé perder a dos de
los tres jugadores atacantes iniciales y, en 5 total, 254 goles del club entre ellos. La salida de
Asisat Oshoala a mitad de temporada significé otra pérdida de 5 117 goles, dejando a Barcelona
sin delantero centro natural.

"¢, COmo ajustas al equipo ofensivamente para continuar produciendo esos goles? ¢Como
acercas 5 a Aitana [Bonmati] al area? ¢ Cémo maximizas a Caro [Graham Hansen] y Salma
[Paralluelo]? ¢ Cémo incorporas a Lucy [Bronze] a 5 un estilo de juego en el que nuestro lateral
derecho siempre ha estado mucho mas bajo que nuestro lateral izquierdo? 5 Lo que ha dado
ofensivamente ha hecho que ajustemos diferentes piezas en el campo", dijo Giraldez.

La lesion de Alexia Putellas 5 en 2024 caus6 un desequilibrio importante en el campo, forzando a
Barcelona a una nueva incorporacion de centrocampista. La lesion 5 de Mapi Leon desde
diciembre de 2024 dej6 a Barcelona sin una de sus columnas defensivas. Cata Coll, mientras
tanto, 5 regresé de una lesion y, después de un gran verano con Espafa en la Copa del Mundo
de 2024, ha 5 tomado el lugar de Sandra Pafios como portera titular después de nueve afnos,
forzando un cambio en la linea defensiva.

"Hay 5 mucho: poner a Ingrid [Engen] como central, ¢,como afectaria la posicion de Patri
[Guijarro] en el centro del campo? Mirando 5 la lesidn de Alexia. Firmamos a Keira [Walsh] y no
firmamos a un jugador con un perfil mas ofensivo porque 5 sabiamos que Patri daria un papel
mas ofensivo fuera del papel de centrocampista defensivo porque sabiamos que era capaz de 5

eso.

El enfoque competitivo

Un equipo compuesto por Putellas, Bonmati y Graham Hansen no necesitaba mucha elevacion



en una escala futbolistica, por 5 lo que Giraldez implementd lo que pensaba que les faltaba para
llevar al equipo a un nuevo nivel prominent
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