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Stack To Pot Ratio (SPR)

By Greg Walker

There's also a handy classroom section on SPR starting at 6:26 in SplitSuit's "Playing AA" video.
The stack-to-pot ratio (or SPR for short) principle was coined by Ed Miller in the book Professional
No-Limit Hold'em: Volume I .

In this article | aim to explain the basics of SPR in poker and show you how it can be used to
make your post-flop decisions a lot easier in cash games.

This article is merely a brief introduction and overview of SPR. | highly recommend you buy the
book to feel the full force of 70 pages worth of SPR euphoria.

1) What is SPR?

SPR is the effective stack sizes divided by the size of the pot on the flop.

Let's say you raise toR$6 in MP before the flop in aR$1/$2 NL cash game. One opponent calls on
the button and both of the blinds fold. If both you and your opponent haveR$100 in your stack, the
stack to pot ratio would be:

$94 :R$15

SPR=100/15=6.3

To put it another way, in this example the remaining effective stack sizes are 6.3 times the size of
the pot. Easy stuff really.

SPR can also be considered the ratio of risk : reward. In every no limit hand, the pot is the reward
and the size of the effective stacks is the potential risk. Therefore the greater the SPR, the greater
the risk : reward ratio.

A) SPR equation.

Important points about working out SPR.

You must use effective stack sizes. If you haveR$150 and your opponent only hasR$100, then the
effective stack sizes areR$100, as you cannot win or lose more thanR$100 against this player.
SPR is worked out on the flop only. Stack to pot ratios are not going to be used for the turn or
river.

II) What is the use of SPR?



By taking control of SPR you can make post flop play a lot easier for yourself.

Low SPR situations are simple to play, as they greatly reduce the amount of post flop actions and
decision that you are required to make because there is so little room for manoeuvre due to the
large pot size and small effective stacks. You're not going to be floating the flop and check raising
all-in on the turn if the flop isR$10 and you haveR$20 left in your stack.

High SPR situations can be a lot trickier to play (depending on what sort of hand you have on the
flop) because there is a lot of money left in the stacks to be played with on the flop, turn and river.
Different strengths of hands can be more suited to either high or low SPRs. Therefore, if you
know what sort of SPRs your hand plays well in, you can manipulate the pot sizes by the way you
bet or raise preflop, or avoid certain situations altogether (by folding) to land yourself in a good
SPR situation for your particular hand.

A) Benefits of SPR example.

The best example of SPR is when you have a top pair hand like A Kon a flop of KT 9 . We have
top pair, but the board is highly coordinated and in all honesty we'd really prefer to bet and just
take this pot down on the flop.

i) High SPR situation.

If the pot size isR$10 and the effective stacks areR$200, the SPR is 20. If we bet this flop and get
raised we are put in a very tricky situation, as we could well have the best hand here but we're not
really prepared to commit too much money with just top pair.

If we do end up getting it all in on this flop or on the turn or river the chances are that we do not
hold the best hand. This makes playing top pair hands like this tricky if the SPR is mid-sized or
high.

i) Low SPR situation.

If the pot size isR$10 and the effective stacks areR$30, the SPR is 3. If we bet this flop and get
raised we are in a much more comfortable position to call or raise all-in, as we do not fear further
bets on the turn or river.

Sure, our opponent could still hold a better hand but the risk here is much lower. We are
committed to the hand and so putting all our chips in the middle is a much easier decision.

iii) SPR example evaluation.

In the two different scenarios above the strength of our hand did not change, yet the outcomes
were very different due to the stack to pot ratio. With the low SPR of 3 the risk is much lower
relative to the reward, which makes it very easy for us to call all-in with our top pair hand.

[11) High, medium and low SPRs.

Low SPR=0-6

Medium SPR=7 - 16

High SPR = 17+

These SPR figures are very rough guidelines and their implications will vary greatly depending on
how loose or tight your opponents are. They also mean nothing unless we have an idea of which
hands play best depending on the stack to pot ratio.

A) Good hands for low SPRs.

Overpairs.

Top pair.

Bottom two pair.

These are the sorts of hands that we do not want to play big pots with, as the bigger the pots get
the greater the chances are that we are behind. Low SPRs reduce the number of decisions we
need to make with these hands, which makes them a lot easier to play and thus more profitable
situations over the long run.

With mediocre hands like these, you want to to avoid becoming pot committed after starting with a
full stack.

B) Good hands for medium SPRs.

Top two pair.

Sets.

Good drawing hands.



Flushes and straights.

These are much stronger hands than the ones above and will remain as the best hand when
you're all-in often enough to keep them profitable when the SPR is between around 7 to 16.

The higher likely SPR also makes it profitable to play more speculative hands like small pocket
pairs and suited connectors that infrequently hit big flops, as there is a lot more money to
potentially be won from the hand on later betting rounds.

C) Good hands for high SPRs.

Sets.

Strong drawing hands.

Big flushes and high-end straights.

These are the hands that are almost guaranteed to win you the pot. If the SPR is high, you want
be be sure that you have near enough the nuts or a draw to pretty much the nuts if there is a lot of
action. The last thing you want to do in high SPR situations is get a lot of money in to the pot
without a very good chance of winning.

IV) How to get good SPRs.

Depending on the type of hand you hold before the flop, you should have a rough idea of the ideal
SPR for making your post flop play as easy and as profitable as possible. There are two things
that you can do to get yourself in ideal situations in terms of SPR:

Tailor your preflop raises to set yourself up for the ideal SPR. Do not enter the pot in the first
place.

A) Tailor your preflop raises.

You're not always going to have the luxury of tailoring your preflop raises to get that perfect SPR,
but when you do have the opportunity you should take advantage of it.

i) Example of raising to 3bb.

You hold A K and you and an opponent haveR$100 effective stacks in aR$1/$2 6max NLHE
game. If you raise to 3bb from MP and your opponent in the CO calls, you will have an SPR of 6.3
($94 :R$15) on the flop.

This SPR may well be a little too high for you to justify putting all of your chips in the middle if you
hit top pair on the flop, especially so if your opponent is tight as there is a greater likelihood that
they are only going to be willing to get all their chips in the middle they will have a better hand
than TPTK .

i) Example of raising to 6bb.

Using the same example as above where the effective stacks are stillR$100, let's say we raise to
6bb ($12) instead of 3bb preflop. If our opponent again calls we will have an SPR of 3.3 ($88
:R$27) on the flop.

With this lower SPR we will feel a lot more comfortable putting all of our chips in the middle if
needs be. In addition the chances are that all of the money will be in by the turn, which saves us
from a potentially difficult river decision.

B) Not entering the pot.

If you have a small pocket pair like 44 and the effective stack sizes are fairly low, it is not going to
be profitable to raise or call raises as the SPR is going to be low also.

With low SPRs you are going to have very little in the way of implied odds (or fold equity if you
turn your hand in to a bluff later on down the line), which means that you are far better off folding
hands like small pocket pairs and suited connectors if you anticipate the SPR will be low.

V) Evaluation of stack to pot ratios in poker.

One of the key points that you should take from this article is that planning your hands from the
start is vitally important for setting yourself up for profitable and easier-to-play situations later on in
the hand. Another key point is just how much of an effect pot sizes on the flop can influence the
way you play your cards.

You're not always going to be able to grab SPR by the horns and create flop pot sizes exactly
how you want them, but nonetheless opportunities to tailor SPR will occur, so don't pass them up
when they come around. Trust me when | say that post flop play gets so much easier when you
plan your hands and use your knowledge of SPR effectively.



Again, this really is the tip of the iceberg when it comes to SPR. I'd highly recommend you pick up
a copy of Professional No-Limit Hold'em: Volume | for more information on this topic. This is the
book that also contains the invaluable REM process framework.

Alternatively, this "concept of the week" article on SPR at 2+2 is also pretty awesome.

Go back to the awesome Texas Hold'em Strategy.

Comments
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Os Melhores Jogos de Casino no Bet365 Ao Vivo

No mundo dos cassinos online, o Bet365 oferece uma das melhores experiéncias de jogo
cashback galera bet cashback galera bet tempo real. Com toda variedadede jogos classicos e
novidade a), O Be3,64 garante diversao E emocao aos seus jogadores! Neste artigo também
vamos explorar os principais Jogos Decasino ao vivo disponiveis no Bet365.

1. Blackjack ao Vivo

O Blackjack é um dos jogos de casino mais popularesde todos os tempos e no Bet365, vocé pode
desfrutar das partidas cashback galera bet cashback galera bet tempo real com Dealers ao vivo.
Ao participar por uma partida doBlackJackeao Vivo, Vocé sentird a emocao que estarem{ k 0]
ocassinos Real ( sem sair da casa). Além disso tambémo Be365 oferece diferentes variacdes
deste jogo — como: Redjicker europeu ou ele Greenjeak americano.

2. Roulette ao Vivo

A Roulette é um jogo de azar classico que nunca passa da moda e no Bet365, vocé pode jogar
cashback galera bet cashback galera bet tempo real com uma roleta virtual, 1 croupier ao vivo. Ao
participarde numa partida Rollelleao Vivo o Vocé sentira cashback galera bet emocao por vera
bola girar ou cairem{ k 0] num dos 37 nimeros disponiveis! O Be365 oferece diferentes variacdes
do game - como as Bou le europeia EA Giroldete americana.

3. Bacara ao Vivo

O Bacara € um jogo de cartas simples e emocionante que faz muito popular cashback galera bet
cashback galera bet cassinos ao redor do mundo. No Bet365, vocé pode jogar baacardoao vivo
comdealers Ao Vivo E sentir a emocdo, ver as maos serem distribuidasem{ k 0); tempo real!O
objetivo no game esta acertar qual carta estara perto mais 9.

Experimente os Melhores Jogos de Casino ao Vivo no
Bet365

Com uma variedade de jogos classicos e novidades, o Bet365 oferece um das melhores
experiénciasde jogo ao vivo. Se vocé € Um fa do casseino ou quer experimentando algo novo;
nao hesite cashback galera bet cashback galera bet acessar no Be3,64e jogar nos bons Jogos De



Casinos Ao Vivo! Boa sorte da divirta-se!

2024 video game

Call of Duty: Black Ops 4 (stylized as Call of Duty: Black Ops Ill) is a 2024 multiplayer first-
person shooter developed by Treyarch and published by Activision. It was released worldwide for
PlayStation 4, Windows, and Xbox One on October 12, 2024. It is a sequel to the 2024 game Call
of Duty: Black Ops lll, the fifth entry in the Black Ops sub-series, and the 15th installment in the
Call of Duty series overall.

Black Ops 4 is the first mainline Call of Duty title without a traditional single-player campaign
mode. Instead, it features the Specialist HQ, which focuses on the backstories of the game's
multiplayer characters, known as "Specialists”". The missions take place between Black Ops Il and
lll chronologically. Some of the Specialists also carried over from Black Ops Ill. The multiplayer
mode is the first in the series to not feature automatic health regeneration and introduces both
predictive recoil and a new ballistics system. The game included three Zombies experiences on
release day, four if a special edition of the game, or the Black Ops Pass, was purchased. The
locations of the maps include the RMS Titanic, a Gladiatorial Arena in Roman Egypt, and Alcatraz
Federal Penitentiary. The game also introduced a battle royale mode called Blackout, which
features up to 100 players in each match. Many characters from this and other Black Ops titles
can be used as the player's character model in this mode.

Development for the game started shortly after the release of Black Ops Ill. Treyarch chose not to
create a traditional singleplayer campaign for the game at the beginning of production, instead
focusing on a new 'Career' mode with a greater focus on the multiplayer aspect. They cited an
increased interest for multiplayer and lack of time spent by the playerbase on the campaign mode
as reasons why they shifted their focus. Black Ops 4 utilizes Blizzard's Battle platform for the
Windows version instead of Steam, the first game in the series to do so. Teasing of the game
began in March 2024, with a full reveal taking place later in May. Two betas were held for the
game; one for the multiplayer in August and one for Blackout in September. The release date was
moved up to October instead of the series' usual November in an attempt to avoid coinciding with
the release of other high-profile games.

Pre-release reception of the game was negative due to the game's lack of a campaign mode and
the Black Ops Pass, a season pass that distributes downloadable content (DLC) in the form of
"Operations". Black Ops 4 received positive reviews upon release, with praise towards its three
modes, particularly Blackout, while it received criticism for the game's lack of a campaign mode
and the design of its microtransactions implemented in updates. Despite physical retail sales for
the game being the lowest in the series in a decade, it was the best-selling digital launch in
Activision's history, surpassing 2024's Call of Duty: WWII.[2]

3. cashback galera bet :cebolinha no flamengo

Beijing, 10 set (Xinhua) -- Um projeto de lei sobre parques nacionais foi submetido a sesséo
cashback galera bet e ao Comité 6 Permanente da Assembleia Popular Nacional.
Esta é uma primeira vez que o pais pondera um lei para pargues nacionais a nivel 6 nacional.
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