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Melhores Itens.

Because for Italians, the ball game is something they can’t do without, like pasta at the table. It
doesn’t matter if it's with pesto or ragu, as long as it's there. The same can be said about football:
whether at the stadiums of its origins or through the alternative of radio broadcasts, it has always
been a fixture. Then came TV, keeping thousands of fans comfortable in their armchairs and
slippers, opening the doors to sharing more time with loved ones, a custom strengthened
specifically by the Azzurri national matches. Friends and entire families in front of a screen, ready
to cheer and perhaps celebrate in the streets. Similarly, the European and World cups have
always gifted unforgettable moments, for better or worse, even if only for the sake of following the
great champions in their respective national teams. Paolo Sorrentino sweetly told us about it in
The Hand of God , with the Schisa family captivated by Maradona’s Argentina, on the balconies of
Naples.

Those radios often caused friction between couples, as men out for a walk were more taken by
the broadcast than by their female companion. At least the radios never physically kept anyone
from their families; otherwise Sunday would be spent at the stadium or at home in front of the
television. Rita Pavone sang about it, scolding her companion for preferring football and leaving
her alone; Dino Risi painfully portrayed it in his episodic movie, The Monsters, where in the
episode What a Bad Life! , Vittorio Gassman plays a poor family man who spends what little he
has to go to the stadium; Alberto Sordi reiterated this in the memorable scenes of The Husband
and | know That You Know That | Know .

Church, lunch, and the game are the three pillars upon which the Italian Sunday was built. Three
clustered events spaced a few hours within each other: first duty, then necessity, and finally
pleasure. Even if it does seem excessive calling it a pleasure, for all the times an afternoon defeat
made our baked pasta go down the wrong way and along with it, the entire weekend.

At my parents’ house | discovered a drawer full of old pocket radios. | then found an identical one
when we emptied my grandmother’s house. | was reminded of them present in family photos, with
that unintentionally vintage design, often surrounded by an engrossed group of people of all ages,
hands cupped around their ears. | remembered afternoons in the mid-nineties when they were still
used. As a child I used to take them with me on Sunday outings for the same reason everyone
else took them: to follow the ball game.



The cult of the game does not have specific areas of competence, no typical geographical
indication, like wine does, but it has always brought people together within its single large leather
sphere. From North to South, from the countryside to the big cities, from the mountains to the sea.
Those who could went to the stadium, up to the time it was more comfortable to watch matches
on TV. Lunch was at home, then down to the bar, until the call of the family became too insistent
to be ignored. At that point the pocket radio came in handy.

But like all cultural symbols, fans have had to deal with the progression of the sport’'s economic
sector growing disproportionately in just a few years. The first change was the match schedule:
after more than half a century of Sunday afternoon starts, the delay was born. It was the 1993 of
great changes, with Italy in political turmoil and television rights becoming a greater feature of the
sport. It was the first upheaval of many. In February 2024 the first round of the Series A schedule
was split between Friday afternoon and Monday evening, with no match played at the same time.
For the older folks this was an outrage. Who knows what my grandparents would have said, used
to arriving at Sunday dinner knowing the rankings were already updated. Obviously it was no
longer possible to follow games on the radio minute by minute, as | did as a child. My parents
were never big fans, but when we would go on our Sunday outings in the car, we listened to the
live broadcast on the radio, which started immediately after the iconic theme song, A Taste of
Honey, by Herb Albert & the Tijuana Brass. And when we went for a walk, | had the trusty pocket
radio with me. The excitement was palpable as the reports came from field to field, the format
used then by the Rai network for live football events. The reporter was often interrupted by the
jingle announcing a goal in another stadium. | clearly remember the sensation I felt seconds
before the correspondent would give updates on the match; moments when | hoped news would
be about my favorite team but — careful! — also in that moment the opposing team could have
scored. | swayed on that swing between relief and disappointment each time, every Sunday.

In today’s connected world, the ball game now comes to us. Our grandparents would have gone
mad, as well as our parents limited by pay-TV, if with a few taps on a screen they’d had access to
live matches, able to watch them on the beach, at a wedding, on the road, anywhere. The new
football times may be irritating, or may seem like an obstacle to sharing, but these new means
actually allow for greater access. Of course, they take away a bit of the sentimentality, but
watching matches is part of Italian culture, and a fragmented schedule will not undermine this
tradition. After all, even church times have changed, and Sunday lunch is now often replaced by
the American style brunch. Some things change over time, but the essence is the same. The
peanuts at the stadium still taste as they did when my grandfather took my father in the early
1950s. And likewise when he then took me forty years later. Seeing the green lawn in person for
the first time, seeming so immense while climbing the bleachers, will always be an emotion
shared by children from all generations. The same as congregating in front of a screen with
friends and family, cheering for a goal or consoling after a defeat. The radio broadcast continues
to accompany us, especially in the car; and — if there’s no signal — to this day we still have the
pluck to ask strangers “Who hit the goalpost?” like Paolo Fantozzi did in the iconic movie scene.
Because that's how we like it, and we can’t do without.

It is so beautiful then, to call it like they used to: the ball game “la partita di pallone”, a simpler and
more common version of the “football match”. A name handed down from generation to
generation and now so obvious that it has been permanently shortened to the “game”. It's Sunday
in Italy. If we’re going to see the game, it can only be football. So let's arm ourselves with an
internet connection, radio, TV, or head to the stadium, and let’s watch it with our favorite people.
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The betting market is pretty good at creating accurate totals to split both sides 50/50. But in most
sports, games do go under slightly more often. It's not enough to beat the vig and be blindly
profitable, though.
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Overs hit 47.8% of the time and unders occurred at a 49.3% rate. (Pushes account for the
remaining percentage.) Let's compare that to the games played in 2024, 2024, and 2024 when
overs hit 40.3% of the time and unders a staggering 58.9%.
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Arteta elogia a Jover y los corners que valieron la victoria en
el derbi del norte de Londres

Mikel Arteta rindi6 homenaje al entrenador de tiros de esquina de Arsenal, Nicolas Jover,
después de que una victoria ajustada en el derbi del norte de Londres mantuviera la presion
sobre los lideres de la Premier League, Manchester City.

La cabezazo de Gabriel en la segunda mitad de un tiro de esquina de Bukayo Saka fue suficiente
para darle a Arsenal una tercera victoria consecutiva en su campo contra sus rivales historicos
por primera vez desde la década de 1980. Arteta's lado superé las ausencias de Declan Rice,
sancionado, y su capitan lesionado Martin @degaard en el medio campo. Fue el 17° gol que han
marcado desde el comienzo de la ultima temporada y el 42° desde que Jover fue reclutado de
City en 2024.

El francés dirigio las celebraciones salvajes con Arteta en el banquillo y, cuando se le pregunté si
es el mejor en su campo, el gerente de Arsenal dijo: "En su campo, en otros campos y como
persona. Y la relacién que tenemos — es por eso que tomé la decisién de traerlo a City cuando
estaba alli y luego a Arsenal.

"El y el resto del personal han inyectado la confianza a los jugadores de que hay muchas
maneras de ganar partidos de futbol. Esta es una forma realmente poderosa y nos ha dado
mucho. Asi que un gran cumplido para todos ellos."

Arsenal fortalece su juego de corners

Tottenham se encontré perdiendo 3-0 al descanso en el partido correspondiente en abril después
de conceder dos goles de tiros de esquina. Ange Postecoglou insistié la temporada pasada de
gue "hay cosas mucho mas importantes en las que debemos concentrarnos” pero desde
entonces ha reclutado al exgerente del Hibernian Nick Montgomery para que se haga cargo de
esa area del equipo.

Cuando se le pregunto si habian dedicado mas tiempo a trabajar en los tiros de esquina esta
semana para contrarrestar la amenaza de Arsenal, Postecoglou dijo: "De alguna manera la gente
piensa que no me importan los tiros de esquina. Es una narrativa que puedes mantener durante
mucho tiempo. Entiendo eso. Trabajamos en ellos todo el tiempo, pero pagamos el precio hoy. Es
mi carga y estoy dispuesto a llevarla. Para nosotros, el camino a seguir es intentar convertir el
futbol que estamos jugando en algo significativo.”

La victoria significa que Arsenal encara el enfrentamiento en el estadio Etihad el fin de semana
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siguiente a dos puntos de distancia de los campeones reinantes. Antes de eso, deben viajar a
Italia para comenzar su campafa de la Liga de Campeones contra el Atalanta el jueves. Arteta
revel6 que esta esperando noticias sobre la lesion en el tobillo de @degaard y sobre Saka, quien
fue reemplazado tarde aqui después de sufrir una lesion.

Arteta destaca laracha de victorias en Tottenham

"Hemos ganado tres afios seguidos aqui. Eso es una gran cosa", dijo el espafiol. "Tenemos una
semana grande por delante y eso nos dara mucha motivacion, energia y confianza."
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