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Blackjack Side Bets Explained in Plain English

October 09, 2024 Simon Beasor Eliot

Thomas Casino Content Executive

With simple rules and easy-to-learn strategies, the

game of blackjack is one of the most popular card games in both Las Vegas Casinos and
online casinos around the world.

Blackjack side bets, a popular additional dimension in

the rules of blackjack, can add a layer of complexity and risk to any blackjack

game.

In this article, we’ll take a look at the different side bet options, the

benefits of playing blackjack side bets, how they are structured, and what side bets

pay.

What are Blackjack Side Bets?

Blackjack side bets are additional bets placed

during a standard game of Blackjack. They involve predicting which cards the player,

and sometimes the dealer will receive.

Wagers are made before any cards are dealt and

each side bet is based on chance rather than skill, although you can count cards to

help you choose the most likely combinations for your best side bets.

The most common

side bets are Insurance, Perfect Pairs, and 21+3, but there are other side bets to

consider too. Read on to find out everything you need to know.

Get a Bonus and Play Now

that you know all about Blackjack side bets, how about a game? Activate the bonus on
registration and play! 18+. T&Cs apply. Gamble responsibly. Play Now

Why Play Blackjack

Side Bets?

One of the most attractive features of the game of Blackjack is the low

house edge compared to other games on the casino floor.



Good players will face a house

edge of around 0.5%, and even if you play quite badly, that edge low house edge only
rises to around 2%. This means the RTP (return-to-player) rate of Blackjack is
excellent compared with other games.

However, while the odds of losing big are low, the

odds of winning can also be poor.

Blackjack is mostly an even money game, rising to 2:1

at best if you are dealt a Blackjack.

Side bets offer you the chance to play much

longer odds for higher player wins — as much as 5,000:1 in the case of some side
bets!

However, it must be noted that the house edge rises significantly for Blackjack
side bets, with most bets carrying a house edge of 10% or more.

In other words, side

bets make it a lot easier to win big on blackjack but also to lose more money.

The Most

Common Blackjack Side Bets

There are a number of common side bets that you will find at

most Blackjack tables.

These are clearly marked with the odds either printed on the

Blackjack tables or available as a handout or a side menu in the online casino
version.

Remember to always check the pay outs carefully before placing your bets, as
they can vary considerably between different casinos or online sites.

The three main

Blackjack side bets are:

Insurance Perfect Pairs 21+3

Insurance Blackjack Side Bet

What

is Insurance in Blackjack? Insurance is the most common Blackjack side bet and allows
you to cover yourself against Blackjack if the dealer has an ace face up.

This bet

involves half of your original stake and pays out at 2:1 if the dealer has Blackjack.
The insurance bet reduces the overall house edge.

Perfect Pairs Blackjack Side Bet

What

is Perfect Pairs in Blackjack? The Perfect Pairs side bet uses the player’s cards only
and pays out if you are dealt two of a kind as follows:

Mixed pair (two of the same

value but different suits and colors) — pays 5:1

Colored pair (two of the same value

and the same color) — pays 12:1

Perfect pair (two of the same card) — pays 25:1

The

returns can vary between different Casinos and different pay tables, and the house edge
will depend on both the payout and the number of decks used and can range from just 2
or 3% up to 11% or more.

21+3 Blackjack Side Bet

What is 21+3 in Blackjack? The 21+3

side bet involves the player’s two cards and the upturned card of the dealer. It will
pay out for a number of different combinations:

Flush — (all cards are suited) — pays

5:1



Straight — (all cards consecutive) — pays 10:1

Three of a kind — (not the same

suit) — pays 30:1

Straight flush — (consecutive cards same suit) — pays 40:1

Suited

triple — (three of the same card) — pays 100:1

The house edge for the 21+3 side bet

will vary depending on the number of decks used, standing at 8.78% for four decks,
7.81% for five decks, 7.14% for six decks, and 6.29% for seven decks.

Other Blackjack

Side Bets to Look Out For

The Casino industry is highly competitive, and so new side

bets are being invented all the time to try and attract & retain new Blackjack

players.

Some of these will flourish and become widely available, while others remain

niche and can only be found in selected Casinos. Here are a few examples:

Royal Match

Side Bet

Pays 5:2 for any suited player’s cards and 25:1 for suited king and

queen

Over/under 13 Side Bet

Pays even money for correctly predicting the sum of the

player’s cards as less than or greater than 13. In most cases, exactly 13 will lose,
but some Casinos will allow bets on exactly 13.

Super Sevens Side Bet

This bet pays out

if one or more sevens are dealt in the player’s cards. One seven pays 3:1, two unsuited
sevens pay 50:1, and two suited sevens pay 100:1. If the third card dealt is also a
seven, the bet will pay 500:1 unsuited and 5000:1 suited. However, it is important to
ensure that the Casino will still deal a third card if the dealer has a Blackjack, as
some Casinos will not do this.

Lucky Ladies Side Bet

This bet pays out if the player’s

cards add up to 20, with an unsuited 20 paying 4:1, a suited 20 paying 10:1, a matched
20, same rank and suit pays 25:1, two queens of hearts 200:1 and two queens of hearts
when the dealer has Blackjack 1000:1.

Are Blackjack Side Bets Worth Playing?

Blackjack

side bets do not involve any skill, and you are simply betting on the luck of the

draw.

Moreover, the returns do not reflect the odds of each bet coming in, which gives

the house a significantly larger edge.

Therefore, blackjack side bets are best viewed

as a bit of extra complexity that adds to a session at the Blackjack table.

However,

you should not make them the main focus of your gameplay or your wagering, and you
should be aware of the significantly increased house edge.

Blackjack Side Bets

FAQs

What are blackjack side bets? Blackjack side bets are optional bets that you can
place in addition to your main blackjack bet. They are based on specific outcomes or
combinations of cards that may occur during the blackjack game. How do | place a side
bet in blackjack? To place a side bet, just place chips in the designated area on the



blackjack table, separate from your main bet. The availability of side bets may vary
depending on the casino and the specific blackjack variant being played. What are some
common blackjack side bets? Popular blackjack side bets include Perfect Pairs, 21+3 and
Insurance, all of which are explained in detail on this page. What is insurance in
blackjack? Insurance is the most common Blackjack side bet and allows you to cover
yourself against Blackjack if the dealer has an ace face up. This bet involves half of
your original stake and pays out at 2:1 if the dealer has Blackjack. The insurance bet
reduces the overall house edge. Are side bets in blackjack worth it? Side bets can be
entertaining and potentially offer higher payouts than the main blackjack game.
However, they also have a higher house edge, which means they are riskier in the long
run. What is the house edge for blackjack side bets? The house edge for blackjack side
bets depends on the specific bet and the blackjack variant being played. Some side bets
can have a significantly higher house edge compared to the main blackjack game, so it's
important that you review the rules and payouts for each side bet to understand the
associated house edge. Can you win both the main blackjack bet and a side bet in the
same hand? Yes, you can win both your main blackjack bet and a side bet in the same
hand, as the two things are independent wagers. Are there any strategies for playing
blackjack side bets? Side bets are primarily based on luck, and there are no foolproof
strategies to guarantee a win. Players should be cautious and not overcommit to side
bets, as they can lead to substantial losses. Should | use a specific betting strategy
when playing side bets? Betting strategies that are effective for the main blackjack
game may not necessarily apply to side bets. If you choose to play side bets, do so for
fun and entertainment, and set limits to manage your bankroll responsibly.
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A ultima vez que Katie Ledecky foi derrotada black jackist
uma prova de 1.500 metros livre foi black jackist uma
reunido de natacéao black jackist Maryland ha 14 anos

Ledecky estava no ensino médio. A nadadora que terminou mais de cinco segundos a frente
dela, Kaitlin Pawlowicz, estava entrando black jackist seu ultimo ano do ensino médio.

"N&o ha, como, muitos detalhes que eu possa me lembrar", disse Pawlowicz recentemente. "Foi



apenas uma reunido de verao para ver onde vocé esta. Nada especial ou louco a respeito."

A milha, como é conhecida coloquialmente a prova de 1.500 livre, é
geralmente considerada o evento mais exaustivo da natacao

Competir nela requer resisténcia fisica e mental, treinos que black jackist seus blocos mais
intensos podem chegar a 12 milhas por dia e ignorar os sinais normais do corpo de que esta
experimentando dor extremamente dolorosa. Mesmo Ledecky, de 27 anos, que ama as corridas
de distancia e construiu uma carreira black jackist torno delas, a chamou de "totalmente
masoquista" black jackist black jackist meméria recentemente publicada.

Para quase todos os outros competidores, pode ser o pior evento do programa olimpico: um teste
de resisténcia pulmonar, muscular de 15 minutos ou mais, black jackist que eles entram na agua
sabendo que estédo essencialmente nadando pela segunda colocacéao.

"N&o ha mesmo como ficar bravo”, disse Jillian Cox, de 19 anos, uma nadadora de distancia
americana que competiu contra Ledecky. "Na primeira 50, vocé est4 atras de varios
comprimentos. E apenas incrivel."

Desde que Ledecky foi derrotada na prova de 1.500 livre, ela estabeleceu um
recorde mundial no evento seis vezes; venceu cinco campeonatos mundiais e
a corrida inaugural olimpica, black jackist 2024; e registrou os 19 tempos
mais rapidos da histéria.

As eliminatdrias da prova de 1.500 livre comecam terca-feira black jackist Nanterre. Ledecky, que
provavelmente se tornara a hadadora feminina mais condecorada da histéria nesses Jogos,
decidiu ndo nadar os 200 nos Jogos Olimpicos de Paris e ja garantiu o bronze nos 400. Os 800,
no qual ela tentara vencer pela quarta vez consecutiva, foi o evento que lancou black jackist
carreira, mas a prova de 1.500 é onde black jackist dominancia na piscina é mais observavel.

Na campeonato mundial do ano passado, quando Ledecky venceu o evento por 17 segundos, as
cameras de televisdo lutaram para captura-la e seus competidores na mesma tomada nas voltas
finais, exceto quando ela os encontrou nadando black jackist direcdo oposta.

Para nadadores de distancia mais jovens que estao subindo no esporte, ser ultrapassado por
Ledecky, ou quase, € uma espécie de rito de passagem. Isso aconteceu com Kayla Han, de 16
anos, a campea nacional junior dos EUA, durante as eliminatérias das Olimpiadas dos EUA o
més passado.

Aurora Roghair, que terminou black jackist quinto lugar no campeonato olimpico dos EUA, disse
gue se lembra de estar nervosa e ansiosa para nadar na mesma bateria que Ledecky black
jackist uma reunido no inicio de 2024. Ledecky nadou o quinto tempo mais rapido da histéria na
corrida, ultrapassando Roghair antes do marco de 1.100 metros.

"Eu ndo sabia que era possivel na longa distancia", disse Roghair, que sera uma senior na
Universidade de Stanford este ano. Ela adicionou: "Mas estava bem. Era Katie Ledecky."

Cox lembra-se de terminar 53 segundos atras de Ledecky na prova de 1.500 black jackist uma
reunido no inicio de 2024 e pensar "isso € a melhor corrida que eu ja tive" porque nao foi
ultrapassada. Para Kate Hurst, terminar black jackist corrida cerca de 85 metros atras de Ledecky
black jackist uma reunido black jackist 2024 ainda € algo de um feito. Isso foi 0 primeiro

tempo que Hurst, de 18 anos, nadou na mesma bateria de Ledecky, uma campea sobre a qual
ela escreveu ensaios na escola.

"Ser mesmo na mesma piscina que ela € um grande honra", disse Hurst, a quarta colocada nos
1.500 nos campeonatos olimpicos dos EUA.

Durante a dominante corrida de Ledecky, que agora abrange quatro Olimpiadas e medalhas de
ouro black jackist distancias livres de 200 metros até 1.500, ndo houve falta de tentativas para
capturar black jackist grandeza. O logro que seu parceiro de treinamento na Universidade da
Florida, Bobby Finke, diz que nao recebeu atencédo suficiente é que Ledecky reinou sobre os



eventos de nado de longa distancia por metade de black jackist vida.

Finke entende talvez melhor do que alguém o trabalho necessério para manter esse tipo de
dominio. Quando Ledecky se juntou ao grupo profissional da Flérida liderado pelo treinador
Anthony Nesty ap6s os Jogos Olimpicos de Toquio, ela comecou a atingir totais de nado black
jackist treinos que nunca havia atingido antes. Durante uma parte tipica da temporada brutal de
treinamento de Natal, Ledecky disse que o grupo atingiu 10.000 metros black jackist cada um
dos quatro treinos black jackist dois dias. Os nadadores de longa distancia fazem uma prética
extra na sexta-feira na qual o conjunto é alguma variacao de quatro milhas com dois minutos de
descanso entre cada intervalo. O objetivo € nadar tdo rapido quanto possivel, e Finke, um
medalhista olimpico, diz que ha momentos black jackist que Ledecky o derrota.

Até fevereiro, quando a estrela canadense black jackist ascensdo Summer Mclntosh tocou a
parede varios segundos a frente de Ledecky black jackist uma reunido black jackist Orlando, Fl., a
invencibilidade de Ledecky nos 800 livres era tdo longa quanto black jackist sequéncia nos 1.500.
(A dltima derrota de Ledecky nos 800 havia sido um terceiro lugar atras de Pawlowicz e outra
nadadora na mesma reunido black jackist Maryland black jackist 2010, de acordo com registros
de corridas localizados pelo SwimSwam, um site de noticias de natacao.)

"Isso ndo € apenas como os melhores encontros"”, disse Finke, que venceu as provas masculinas
de 800 e 1.500 nos Jogos Olimpicos de Toquio. "Isso também é reunides locais black jackist que
vocé esta machucado e esgotado e pode haver alguém que esteja descansado."

"Isso sozinho", acrescentou, "é um dos maiores feitos que eu acho que as pessoas realmente
ndo percebem que aconteceram neste esporte."

Pawlowicz, que nadou para a Universidade do Texas e depois passou seis anos trabalhando
para a U.S.A. Swimming, ndo tinha ideia da importancia de aquela reunido de 2010 até que ouviu
falar dela black jackist uma transmissao alguns anos depois. Ela ndo pensou muito nisso desde
entdo, até que um colega a chamou ap0s a vitdria de McIntosh para contar a Pawlowicz que seu
nome estava nas noticias novamente.

Ledecky mantém seus objetivos préximos ao peito, as vezes nem mesmo divulgando-os para
seus pais e seu irmdo mais velho, Michael, com quem ela é muito proxima. Mas no final dos
campeonatos olimpicos dos EUA, ela compartilhou que seus objetivos sdo baseados black jackist
tempos, divisdes de corrida e black jackist técnica, ndo black jackist marcos ou sequéncias. Nao
€ surpresa, entdo, que ela chame black jackist corrida nos 1.500 de "apenas algo que
aconteceu".

"Eu simplesmente, novamente, tomo uma corrida de cada vez e coloco o melhor pé a frente”, ela
disse.

Enquanto Ledecky continuar a fazer isso, os objetivos de seus competidores nos 1.500 serdo
relativos. Corra black jackist prépria corrida, "sabendo que ela vai sair rapida e muito a frente",
disse Mariah Denigan, uma nadadora olimpica de nado aberto americana que terminou black
jackist oitavo nos 1.500 nos campeonatos olimpicos dos EUA.

Ou, como disse Roghair, "Tente se aproximar dela o quanto puder”. Nessa corrida, depois de
tudo, a prata pode se sentir muito como uma vitéria.
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