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What is the Nuts in Poker?

Published by: PokerOrg

One of the best feelings in poker is when a player flops the nuts. This windfall opens up a range
of betting and money-making strategies. Every player wants the nuts.

To a person completely unfamiliar with poker, flopping the nuts probably doesn’t sound appealing.
It always catches new players by surprise when someone says it at the poker table.

However, for poker players, the nuts (or the “nut hand”) is the strongest possible hand in a
particular situation. The nuts is an unbeatable hand. It means that no other player could have a
better hand, considering the cards dealt to each player and the community cards on the board at
a given time.

Players in high-low split card games, as in Omaha, use a version of the term as well. The nut low
is the best possible low hand in a certain situation, and the nut high is the best high hand. Things
can go even further with a nut-nut hand, which is a collection of cards that makes the best low
and high hand at the same time.

History of the nuts

It would be easy to believe that men came up with the term “the nuts” in poker, as poker has long
been a male-dominated game. While women may not always be comfortable using such poker
terms as the nuts or nut-straight, the origins show that the terms actually have no gender
connotations.

Poker in the Wild West

In the history of poker in America, poker was often associated with the Wild West. As a game that
was actually played frequently in bars, saloons, and taverns, that correlation made sense. And in
this historical context, poker players were known to bet anything in poker games. Cash was the
best form of currency, but serious games often prompted players to bet other things like jewelry,
property, and anything else of value.

A person had to be confident in his hand if he bet property and other items of great value. But
since bluffing is a central part of the game, it could be tough to tell if a player truly had the best
hand.

Proving the win

According to folklore, a player who wanted to bet big and convince other players that he had the
best possible hand would have to prove it. So, he would go to his wagon and remove the nuts that



held the wagon wheel in place. He would put those nuts into the pot to show that he believed in
his bet. And if he lost the hand or the bet, the nuts on the table represented a promise not to leave
without paying that bet.

If the game happened to take place in the winter, those nuts would be cold. Therefore, they were
the stone-cold nuts.

What cards are the nuts in poker?

Any cards can be the nuts in a poker hand. It all depends on the cards dealt to the players preflop
and the community cards.

The best possible hand in all of poker is the royal flush. But players rarely make a royal flush in a
poker game. The nuts, therefore, is the best combination of cards in a particular hand.

For example, a player holds the Ace-Ten of spades. The flop comes King-Nine-Four, all spades.
That player flopped the nuts, as no other starting hand could beat the top-ranking ace-high flush.
Another example would be if a player holds pocket fours, and the dealer puts out Ten-Four-Four
on the flop. No hand can beat the quads on the flop; therefore, it is the nuts.

Nuts in flux

Keep in mind that a player can flop the nuts, but that hand may not remain the nuts after the turn
and river appear. An opponent can river a full house or straight flush, for example, and become
the nuts.

Returning to the first example of the flopped nut flush, the player had Ace-Ten of spades, and the
flop was King-Nine-Four of spades. If the turn card brings another King and the river card another
King, the Ace-Ten is no longer the nuts. The nuts would be a player who holds the other King.
Any two hole cards in Texas Hold’em can make the nuts on the flop, turn, or river. And those hole
cards are often not the pocket aces that players want to see preflop.

Checking the nuts — is it legal?

In short, itis legal to check the nuts. In cash games, in particular, a player can check the nuts.
Most people view checking the nuts as unethical behavior or soft-play. It's considered
disingenuous if a person holds the nuts and checks. While not technically illegal in most cases, it
is almost always considered wrong. Most players frown upon another person checking the nuts in
live or online poker.

WSOP nuts rules

In poker tournaments, the rules vary. Some tournament rules, like those at the World Series of
Poker, put the decisions at the feet of tournament staff. There is no mention of the nuts in the
official WSOP rules. But it's considered soft play to check the nuts, and at the WSOP, soft play is
not allowed. The WSOP rule regarding ethical play states, “Soft play will result in penalties that
may include forfeiture of chips and/or disqualification.”

Checking the nuts may also be considered a violation of poker etiquette. The WSOP etiquette rule
leaves those violations up to tournament staff. It doesn’t mention checking the nuts, but that
action can be considered a violation. Checking the nuts wouldn't likely result in ejection from a
tournament but could warrant a one-hand or one-round penalty.

PokerStars Live nuts rules

In a PokerStars Live tournament, etiquette rules mention checking the exclusive nuts, noting that it
is not an automatic soft-play violation. The tournament director makes the call.

There is an exception. If a player is relatively new to the game or genuinely did not realize that he
or she held the nuts, there need not be a penalty.

What are the pot odds for betting the nuts?

In a loose sense, pot odds is the ratio of the size of the pot to the size of the bet. This concept is
an integral part of poker strategy.

For example, the pot isR$100. Player A betsR$50, increasing the pot toR$150. Player B can
calculate the pot odds as the size of the pot ($150) to the call required to stay in the hand ($50).
That is 150:50, which reduces down to 3:1. If Player B has the best hand at least 25% of the time,
Player B should call.

Betting the nuts

A player who flops the nuts has a 100% chance of winning the pot at that point. Therefore, a bet



is always the right move. The size of the bet may vary, depending upon a variety of factors that
could allow that player to build a bigger pot.

Betting becomes trickier, however, when betting the second-nut or third-nut hand.

Figuring the odds

Also consider the chances of the turn or river to change the odds. A player must be realistic about
the pot odds post-flop. If the turn or river gives other players outs, you must consider those outs,
along with the “image” of the opponent (that is, the way you view the opponent’s skills and playing
style). You also have to think about the “texture” of the board (that’s the relationship between the
visible cards), and their potential odds.

The most important rule of the nuts is to bet strategically. And for a hand in which another player
could turn or river the absolute nuts, it's just as important to adjust the poker odds for those
chances.

Final thoughts on nuts in poker

There are many betting strategies regarding flopping the nuts and drawing to the nuts. Each
requires the player to calculate the pot odds but also combine that with other players’ betting
history. You also have to consider the outs another player could have to turn or river a better
hand, and the amount of money at stake.

In a tournament, it’s vitally important to assess the hand for the nuts and bet appropriately. A
wrong calculation could mean an exit from the tournament. However, in no-limit cash games, a
player can play the nuts more liberally depending on the stakes.

Most importantly, a player must be able to recognize the nuts, know their strength or vulnerability,
and be able to bet (and adjust the betting) accordingly.
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A diferenca entre politica e midia, por um lado a populacdo promo bet 365 geral continua sendo
revelada na promo bet 365 escala. Levantamento apds pesquisa nos traz as noticias de que tudo
estd mudando; Que o publico britanico se torna mais progressista no comportamento diante dos
refugiados ou requerentes do asilo: imigracdo sindicatos — acao industrial - zero alvos liquidos (e
recentemente historia britanica).

A pesquisa de atitudes sociais britanicas do Centro Nacional para Pesquisa Social mostra um
pais que se tornou menos nacionalista e jingoistico, mas mais acentuadamente "orgulhosa" ou
muito orgulhosa da histéria britanica. Além disso também houve declinios no orgulho na
democracia inglesa; promo bet 365 influéncia politica promo bet 365 suas conquistas
econdmicas: as duas unicas esferas onde o Orgulho permaneceu constante foram a arte
esportiva (e literatura).



Algumas dessas mudancgas sdo demograficas, ou o resultado de "substituicdo geracional”,
segundo a pesquisa. A ideia das geracdes mais jovens sobre britanica gira promo bet 365 torno
da identidade civica e ndo étnica - enquanto 70% dos maiores sentem que é importante para
alguém ter nascido na Gra-Bretanha apenas 41% daqueles com menos do 35 anos se sentirem
iguais

Ha um angulo étnico também, com geragBes mais jovens e diversas sendo menos propensas a
serem ligadas as nocdes historicas de britAnica como depdsito do império ou heranga étnica que
precisa ser preservada. E algumas dessas mudancgas podem se atribuir ao crescente tecido
conjuntivo entre pessoas? - o tipo comum uniforme das No entanto é uma nova referéncia
compartilhada para criar as nogao civicas da pertenca a familia: esse estilo artistico tdo
importante quanto os conceitos literario-esportivos sao considerados na literatura moderna (e).
Leitura de pesquisas é como ler folhas do cha — porque temos resultados promo bet 365 vez da
razdo - mas dificil imaginar que, mesmo depois fatorando na substituicdo geracional a criacao
das questBes sobre impérios e histéria; escraviddo ou heranca colonial por uma coorte inteira
dos escritores académicos académicoes organizacfes midiatica. Organizagdes culturais
instituicBes sociais ndo tem desempenhado um papel importante no desvio publico muitos a
Historia enquanto fonte para o orgulho nacional também esta sendo gerado pela critica politica:
eles tiveram

Nesse processo, 0 concurso é enquadrado por criticos da reavaliagdo como um entre aqueles
gue querem ver apenas 0S maus na historia britanica e quem também quer reconhecer so6 a boa.
Na realidade entéo disputa estd emoldurada pelos defensores de uma divisao hierarquica das
nocdes sobre supremacias identitariaes; mas para esses profissionais com marcadores
igualitarios: excesso do carater historico-defensitivo — isso ndo significa nada além disso - se
tratasse daquilo...

Uma vez que essa pergunta é feita e tratada como legitima, todos os tipos de riscos sao
introduzidos. Se olharmos para a nossa nacao atual uma cujas caracteristicas se expressam tao
fortemente na pesquisa - entdo temos o dever promo bet 365 conta com todo tipo das realidades
modernas desconfortaveis as quais alguns querem negar: A imigracao do pos-guerra mudou seu
carater racial ou politico mais irreversivelmente no pais; Toda aquela etnia por si s6 ndo esta
sendo garantida pelo status da comunidade mundial — E esse nosso lugar nas crises econdmicas
apos a guerra internacional!

Para o tipo de orgulho que repousa promo bet 365 nossa proeza politica e econdmica historica, é
preciso procurar muito duro num presente onde a realidade para aqueles além dos poucos
privilegiados estd cada vez mais sobre como gerenciar 0s custos crescentes da habitacao
transporte; energia & alimentos — bem com as condi¢cdes do NHS (Servigco Nacional das Nacoes
Unidas) - enquanto lutamos contra instabilidade politico induzida pelo Brexit.

N&o € um mistério, entdo por que os politicos de direita e a midia ingleses se concentram tao
freicamente promo bet 365 ataques "acordados" sobre o patriménio britanico. E porque esse
panico interno na escolha do canal politico das universidades ou da aguda ameaca aos
memoriais sdo caracteristicas regulares no GB News and nos jornais direitistas? A Direita
profanou seu presente; portanto ndo deve santificar as simbolos atuais nem publicos - onde esté
depositado todo medo dos novos paises!

realizacoes.

E o resultado é uma auséncia de disputa aberta sobre quem somos: onde um perigoso,
desestabilizador minoria — incitado por direito super-representada promo bet 365 nosso discurso
publico e midia - corre avante. A crescente maioria progressista enquanto isso que se defende
para os individuos fora da esfera politica com grande perigo ou custo; como arbitro esta indo
embora governo so6 intervém pra reprimir as ruas quando violéncia derramando no exterior!

O que esta sendo precipitado ndo é o confronto muito temido com as for¢as da reacdo, mas a
alienagao de novos progressistas e esquerdista-progressistas sem reconhecerem promo bet 365
seu pais onde vivem como se apresenta na midia ou nas suas politicas.

Os holdouts séo altos, poderosos e bem capitalizados. E seu ataque pode continuar apesar de
todos os sinais que nos dizem o eleitorado estar ficando cada vez menor no espelho retrovisor —e



isso é deixar para tras a populacéo do pais”.
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