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British online gambling company

888 Holdings plc, formerly Virtual Holdings Limited, is

an international sports betting and gambling company. It owns brands such as 888casino,
888poker, 888sport, Mr Green, and William Hill. Business operations are led from its
headquarters in Gibraltar, alongside satellite offices in Bucharest, Ceuta, Leeds,

London, Malta, Sofia, and Tel Aviv. It is listed on the London Stock Exchange.

History

[ edit]

The business was founded in May 1997 by Israeli entrepreneurs Avi and Aaron

Shaked and Shay and Ron Ben-Yitzhak, two sets of brothers, as Virtual Holdings Limited.
The company's first website, Casino-on-Net was launched at that time, and the
administrative centre was established in Antigua. In 2002 Reef Club Casino and Pacific
Poker followed. In 2003 its administrative center was moved to Gibraltar.[3] It was

first listed on the London Stock Exchange in 2005.[4] Talk of listing began in

mid-2005, as other private online gambling companies began to make the move to public
ownership,[5] 888 Holdings owned several subsidiaries and brands, which it began to
bring under the singular "888" brand in early 2006.[6]

Until 2006, 888 Holdings

operated Pacific Poker in the US, before online gambling became illegal in that

country.[7] In late 2006 Ladbrokes and 888 announced merger discussions.[8] However, in
April 2007 the companies announced that due to recent changes of Tax laws in the UK and
fears of legal actions by the US government, both parties had amicably agreed not to
continue discussions.[9] In March 2007 888 announced its acquisition of Bingo business
of Globalcom Limited for up toR$43.4 million in cash.[10] In its first half-year, the
company's bingo business earnedR$14 million in revenues.[11]

888 overtook the 4th place

on the poker network list in April 2012 after almost having tripled their peak number

of players from July 2010 to February 2012.[12] In February, 2024, 888 Holdings
confirmed it is in "advanced talks" over a reported US$1.47 billion (£750 million)



takeover by William Hill. This prompted an 18 percent jump in its share price.[13] The
company operates under a gaming licence granted by the government of Gibraltar. Under
the terms of the gaming licence 888 owns and operates a number of gaming sites (both
for real money and educational sites). In 2014 888 Holdings turned down an offer to
acquire the company for 700 million pounds.[14] That year the company revenues began to
increase due to mobile customers on its websites, and the company's sites had 17.8
million paying users.[15]

In March 2024, 888 revealed that it had applied for a gaming

licence in Malta, due to uncertainty over the UK's exit from the European Union

(Brexit) on Gibraltar, a British Overseas Territory.[16]

On 2 May 2024, founder Shay

Ben-Yitzhak died in an ultralight plane crash near Yakum, Israel at age 52. His
11-year-old son sustained minor injuries.[17]

On 3 March 2024, 888 Holdings appointed

Lord Jonathan Mendelsohn as Chairman.[18]

In May 2024, 888 announced that shareholders

had approved the acquisition of international bookmakers William Hill. 888 said the
deal was scheduled to close in June 2024: the company will pay £1.95 billion: the
acquisition includes all of William Hill's UK assets. The deal marked 888 Holdings’

entry into the retail sports betting market with a network of over 1,400 betting shops

in the UK.[19]

In May 2024, 888 announced the launch of its Sports Illustrated

Sportsbook (SI Sportsbook) in Virginia. Following the launch of the SI Sportsbook in
Colorado, in September 2024, the company plans on expanding the brand in more states
within the year.[20]

Players in the United States [ edit ]

On 2 October 2006, 888

Holdings announced that it had indefinitely suspended business with US customers in
light of the passage of the Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act of 2006 by the
US Congress three days before.[21] On 14 August 2007, the US Department of Justice
asked to recoup all profits made by the company in the US.[22]

In 2024, as online

gambling began to return to the United States, four of the five legal gambling websites
were run by 888, including three in Delaware and one in Nevada.[23] The company had
first initiated its return to the US market in 2013, partnering with Avenue Capital

Group to form the first US online poker network.[24]

In 2024, 888 expanded its American

online poker business by becoming the sole owner of the All American Poker
Network.[25]

Controversies and penalties [ edit ]

Shares in 888 Holdings fell by 8%

after the company revealed it was under investigation by the Gambling Commission (UKGC)
in May 2024.[26] The company was fined a record £7.8 million in August 2024 after more
than 7,000 customers were allowed to retain access to their betting accounts even after
they decided to ban themselves.[27][28] Self-excluded players were allowed to place
bets for 13 months before 888 Holdings was fined.[29]

In March 2024 888 UK Ltd was

fined £9.4 million by the UK Gambling Commission following an investigation which
uncovered anti-money laundering (AML) and social responsibility failings.[30]

Brands [

edit |

888casino [ edit ]

888casino is an online gambling site operated by 888



Holdings.[31] It was founded in 1997 and is based in Gibraltar. It is one of the

Internet's oldest casinos.[32] In 2013 it became the first exclusively online casino to

be licensed in the United States.[33]

888poker [ edit |

888poker is 888's online poker

room, launched in July 2002.[34]

888sport [ edit |

888sport is 888's sports betting

brand. The online bookmaker was launched in March 2008.[35] The site offers both horse
track betting and sports betting, in addition to access to 888 Holdings' other sites.

Sports leagues on which bets can be placed include those of Europe, North America, and
elsewhere. This includes live betting, where bets can be placed on in-game action, in
addition to pre-game bets. The brand is the title sponsor for the 888Sport Tingle Creek
Chase,[36] in addition to the 888Sport Magnolia Stakes.[37] In 2010 888sport became the
title sponsor of the Fontwell Park Racecourse, renaming it the 888sport Grand

Stand.[38] 888sport also works in social media surrounding sporting events,

distributing content to its followers form other content sources,[39] and has held

online sports video competitions.[40] In March 2024, 888 Holdings paid £15 million for
Dublin-based Dedsert Ltd, which provided the sportsbook platform for UK-licensed
bookmaker BetBright. 888 CEO lItai Pazner said the acquisition "gives us the missing
piece in our proprietary and technology portfolio".[41]

William Hill [ edit ]

888 has

owned international bookmakers William Hill since June 2024.[19]

Bingo brands [ edit

]

888 Holdings owns and operates several different online bingo sites. They offer

90-ball and 75-ball bingo games, along with online slot machine games, progressive
jackpots, and scratchcards. The games all run on a no download required basis and have
an emphasis on community and chat rooms. In December 2009, 888 purchased brands
including Wink Bingo, Posh Bingo, Tasty Bingo, and RedBus Bingo from Daub.[42][43][44]
888ladies is 888's online bingo room. The bingo site was launched in February 2008

after 888 acquired online bingo company Globalcom. 888ladies offers 75-ball, 90-ball
and 5-line bingo games as well as instant games, casino games and scratchcards.[45] In
January 2013, 888ladies launched a mobile app for iOS devices, and later for Android
devices.[46] The site is known for running frequent competitions.[47]

Wink Bingo

launched in 2008 and is the biggest site in the Joy of Bingo network and the second
largest 888 bingo site. 888's acquisition of the site was followed by a TV ad campaign
that included projecting the Wink Bingo logo onto the Houses of Parliament.[48] Wink
Bingo also runs frequent promotions and competitions. In January 2014, Wink launched
The Breakfast Club competition, asking readers to photograph their meals and upload
them to the Wink Bingo Facebook page for the chance to win ASDA vouchers. The
competition received news coverage in Hello! Magazine[49] and Reading Chronicle.[50]
Posh Bingo launched in September 2006 and underwent a major redesign in March 2012. The
site has a fashion theme. Tasty Bingo launched in March 2010 and is themed around food.
RedBus Bingo launched in April 2010 and has a London theme. Bingo Street launched in
July 2011, and is based on a typical UK street, with rooms titled 'Bingo Supermarket'

and 'Bingo Hall'.[51]

Big Brother Bingo launched in January 2012 and is based on the

reality television show Big Brother[52] on Channel 5.[53] There are also standard cash
prizes and polls on the housemates.[52]

888bingo is the second online bingo site by



888, after 888ladies. It was formally launched in December 2009. It offers a selection
of games including 75-ball and 90-ball bingo, team bingo, slots, instant games, video
poker, and table games. 888's Facebook app Bingo Appy launched in December 2012.[54]
offering bingo, casino and slots games via Facebook. It is now the only bingo app on
Facebook to permit users to bet and win real money,[55] with Bingo Friendzy's
withdrawal.[56] The app offers 75-ball and 90-ball bingo, instant games, scratchcards
and freebie rooms. 888 had initially provided a 'freemium' or play-for-fun service on
Facebook before the introduction of Bingo Appy.[57]

Sports lllustrated Sportsbook and

Casino [ edit ]

Sports illustrated Sportsbook is a brand that combines 888 and Sports

illustrated and offers players sports betting offerings. The company combines sports
offerings from 888 in addition to sports data from Sports illustrated and is currently
live in the U.S. states of Colorado, Michigan, and Virginia. On February 9, 2024, SI
Sportsbook launched its casino product in Michigan, marking the official expansion of
the sports book product into the casino space [58]

Senior management and financial [

edit |

Gigi Levy served as Chief Executive until 2011, he was paid an annual salary
0fR$841,000 and an annual bonus 0fR$1,007,000 in 2010.[59]

In March 2012, Brian

Mattingley was appointed as Chief Executive of 888 Holdings.[60] In 2024 Mattingley
left the position of CEO to assume the position of executive chairman of the board for
888 Holdings.[61]

On 24 January 2024, 888 Holdings elevated Chief Operating Officer

Itai Pazner, a 17-year company veteran, to Chief Executive Officer, replacing Itai
Frieberger, who replaced Mattingley as CEO in 2024.[62]

It was announced in January

2024 that Pazner would be removed from his role as CEO.[63]

See also [ edit

]

References [ edit ]
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O Rivers Casino foi aberto www betboo com br www betboo com br 18 de julho de 2011. E de
propriedade majoritaria da

Churchill Downs Inc. e gerenciado por seu proprietario minoritario, Rush Street Gaming.
River's Cassino (Des Plaines) — Wikipédia, a enciclopédia livre : wiki.
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Elon Perry: o escandalo que abalou o Jewish Chronicle



Elon Perry deu a impresséao de ser um homem de acdo e um agitador.

Existem as {img}s dele ao lado de Michael Gove e fazendo selfies na Downing Street. E existem
entrevistas tambéem.

Em 2014, ele disse ao Jewish Telegraph que era um ex-comando transformado www betboo com
br jornalista de televisdo que havia criado www betboo com br prépria empresa de producao e
frequentava o primeiro-ministro israelense, Benjamin Netanyahu.

Ele sugeriu que a porta para a Downing Street estava aberta para ele a medida que se
encontrava com politicos conservadores influentes por trds das cenas para melhorar a imagem de
Israel.

No entanto, Perry esta agora no centro de um escandalo que abalou o Jewish Chronicle ao seu
ndcleo. O jornalista € acusado de fabricar historias que foram posteriormente removidas e de se
representar de forma enganosa www betboo com br seu curriculo.

Foi uma humilhagéo para o jornal mais antigo do mundo judaico, que esta se recuperando da
rendncia de alguns de seus principais escritores e agora esta enfrentando novas questfes sobre
www betboo com br propriedade.

Perry, no entanto, é o foco da crise imediata.
Captura de tela do perfil da pagina do Elon Perry no Jewish Chronicle, que agora foi removida.

Em seu site, ele descreveu a si mesmo como palestrante e historiador e destacou www betboo
com br participacdo na missao israelense de resgate de reféns www betboo com br Entebbe
www betboo com br 1976.

E, enquanto o Guardian descobriu que algumas de suas alega¢Ges continham um gréo de
verdade, a realidade da conexdo de alto nivel e da carreira de Perry parece ser exagerada no
minimo.

Além das alegacdes contestadas sobre www betboo com br experiéncia militar, o resumo de seu
livro no site apresenta uma citacdo do professor de humanidades Stephen Greenblatt, da
Harvard. A elogiacdo também parece ser uma falsificacdo grossa.

"Isso ndo € minha aprovacao ou minhas palavras (ou, para ser mais preciso, a forma como meu
primeiro nome é grafado)", Greenblatt disse ao Guardian. "Para o melhor de meu conhecimento,
nao tive contato com Elon Perry."

As palestras de Perry que o Guardian conseguiu identificar foram assuntos pouco animados,
www betboo com br clubes de golfe e www betboo com br curtas viagens maritimas www betboo
com br 4guas britanicas.

Também havia menos do que parecia nos contatos politicos intimos que Perry sugeriu.
Em vez disso, eles parecem ter sido principalmente encontros www betboo com br eventos

organizados pela caridade de www betboo com br esposa, a Gillian Anne Frank Trust UK, cuja
marcacao esta amplamente visivel www betboo com br algumas das {img}s.

Perry estabeleceu uma empresa de midia - Perry Media - www betboo com br 2011, que Ultimas
contas foram arquivadas www betboo com br 2012 antes de ser dissolvida www betboo com br
2024.

O nome de Perry € agora familiar na midia britanica e israelense, mas por todas as razdes
erradas.

No Israel, uma de suas histdrias foi oficialmente negada e chamada de "sem base" e outras foram
chamadas de fabricagdes selvagens www betboo com br breves informagdes off-the-record.
Criticos israelenses, www betboo com br particular, apontaram como Uteis as histérias de Perry a
posicdo negociadora de Netanyahu, cujos membros da familia, incluindo www betboo com br
esposa e filho, repetiram algumas das alegacoes.

Suspeitas de que os artigos de Perry possam ter sido colocados por alguém perto de Netanyahu
permanecem sem comprovacao. E Perry mesmo insistiu anteriormente que suas fontes eram
legitimas, embora tenha se recusado a responder outras perguntas para este artigo.

O que chocou os observadores préximos foi o pouco curiosidade e diligéncia devida que o



Jewish Chronicle aplicou a Perry, um escritor que "apareceu de repente" e cujos artigos foram
extraordinarios "escanteios de inteligéncia" sem qualquer histoérico perceptivel www betboo com
br jornalismo.

Embora o Guardian tenha perguntado ao editor do Jewish Chronicle, Jake Wallis Simons, como
Perry foi introduzido no jornal e o que foi feito para verificar suas histérias, Wallis Simons e outros
funcionarios se recusaram a responder, confiando www betboo com br duas declaracdes
perfunctérias sobre a investigacao de Perry e seu despido.

"Nos profundamente nos arrependemos da cadeia de eventos que levou a este ponto”, disse um
deles. "NOs nos desculpamos com nossos leitores leais e revisamos n0SS0S processos internos
para que isso nao se repita.”

A questéo tem renovado o foco www betboo com br preocupagdes de longa data sobre a
lideranca da Cronica - ndo menos o papel de Wallis Simons - e quem a possui.

Wallis Simons tem sido o editor mais proeminente na memoaria recente, escrevendo colunas e
aparecendo www betboo com br painéis de televisdo www betboo com br que promove opiniées
de direita que alienaram alguns judeus liberais britanicos.

No entanto, criticos disseram que isso resultou www betboo com br ele estar menos envolvido
www betboo com br uma sala de redagédo que passou por varios editores de noticias nos ultimos
anos.

"Todos os jornais cometem erros e publicam artigos de escritores que as pessoas no jornal ndo
gostam", escreveu Jonathan Freedland www betboo com br um post anunciando www betboo
com br rentincia como colunista do jornal. Ele acrescentou: "Demais frequentemente, o JC |é
como um instrumento partidario e ideoldgico, cujos julgamentos sédo politicos www betboo com br
vez de jornalisticos." Freedland também escreve para o Guardian.

Na sexta-feira, Colin Shindler, um académico proeminente do Reino Unido, revelou que se tornou
0 ultimo contribuidor a romper www betboo com br conex&do com o jornal, compartilhando www
betboo com br carta de rentncia a Wallis Simons com o Guardian. Disse: "Meu nome apareceu
pela primeira vez no JC www betboo com br 1966 e contribui para o jornal ha mais de 50 anos.

"Durante www betboo com br editoria, o JC tornou-se sensacionalista e desequilibrado www
betboo com br www betboo com br cobertura. O incidente Elon Perry era um acidente a espera
de acontecer."

Essa viséo foi ampliada na ultima semana www betboo com br uma coluna no jornal israelense
esquerdista Haaretz por Etan Nechin, argumentando que o problema real n&o era tanto que Perry
tivesse "enganado a Cronica, mas o jornal estava, www betboo com br certo sentido, predisposto
a enganacao".

"Sua énfase editorial", acrescentou, "ndo estava na integridade jornalistica, mas www betboo
com br parecer-se com o que seus editores consideram uma 'postura pro-Israel’.” Por uma
'postura pro-Israel’, Nechin quis dizer uma que se alinha mais com Netanyahu e seu circulo

interno.

"A Cronica tem cada vez mais abandonado a integridade jornalistica www betboo com br favor
de se alinhar com ser 'pro-Israel’. Nove vezes www betboo com br dez, isso € uma verséao de
Israel que ressoa com a direita israelense."

Na queda do caso, a falta de quaisquer respostas substantivas de Wallis Simons e outros
principais funcionarios editoriais do Jewish Chronicle destacou outros problemas de
transparéncia www betboo com br torno da publicacéo, incluindo quem a possui de fato, um fato
referido por varios dos colunistas que renunciaram na uUltima semana, que insistiram que ndo ha
contabilidade sem clareza sobre a propriedade.

Oficialmente de propriedade da Fundacéo Kessler, o Jewish Chronicle foi comprado www betboo
com br 2024 por um consorcio liderado por Robbie Gibb, ex-diretor de imprensa de Theresa May
e agora membro do conselho da , que foi listado no Registro de Empresas como a Unica pessoa
com controle significativo.

Em meio a suspeitas de longa data, ndo abordadas, de que Gibb estava atuando como um



preambulo para uma pessoa ou pessoas desconhecidas investindo no jornal, www betboo com br
2 de julho deste ano o Jewish Chronicle anunciou que estava convertendo-se www betboo com
br uma "estrutura de caridade", aparentemente na esperanca de encerrar a questao.

Isso foi reforgado no final de semana, www betboo com br um email ao Guardian www betboo
com br que Wallis Simons descreveu o processo como ja tendo ocorrido.

"No relato do JC sobre a propriedade”, disse Wallis Simons, "[o Guardian] pareceu omitir o fato de
gue o JC foi convertido www betboo com br uma estrutura de caridade ha alguns meses, o que
me parece uma omissao enganosa?"

No entanto, ndo ha evidéncias de que o Jewish Chronicle tenha se tornado uma caridade,
mesmo que seja a ambicao.

Perguntado sobre a alegacédo, a Comisséo de Caridade disse ao Guardian esta semana que nao
ha registro de um pedido de status de caridade do Jewish Chronicle.

A lista da Jewish Chronicle Media Ltd na Companies House também sugere que nenhuma
mudanca foi feita www betboo com br seu status de empresa privada limitada.

Em vez disso, a Unica alteracdo que parece ter sido feita foi remover Gibb como uma pessoa
com controle significativo, substituido por Jonathan Kandel, um ex-advogado fiscal cuja pagina do
LinkedIn diz que agora trabalha como um consultor sénior para o Starwood Capital Group, uma
empresa de investimento privada internacional.

A questdo de quem possui ou tem influéncia sobre uma caridade nao é arcana. Sob legislacao
introduzida www betboo com br 2024, entidades desejando reivindicar o status de caridade sao
legalmente obrigadas a divulgar ndo apenas qualquer pessoa que tenha um interesse financeiro
significativo, mas também quem tenha influéncia significativa na organizacdo mais amplamente.

Apesar de perguntas repetidas do Guardian sobre a manipulacao do Jewish Chronicle do
escandalo Perry e questdes sobre www betboo com br propriedade, ele se recusou a responder.
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