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The greatest football players and coaches in the world currently have two opportunities

each year to scoop up coveted individual honours with both the Ballon d'Or and FIFA The
Best awards on the calendar.

Each ceremony recognises individuals who have made their

mark on the game and they have proven to be a good way to measure who has shone
brightest during specific eras.

While these are accolades any player would hope to win,

there are a few key differences between the Ballon d'Or and FIFA's The Best.

The

Sporting News looks at what sets each award apart and which one is arguably the bigger
deal.

MORE: Ballon d'Or 2024 winners, rankings, final awards results

What's the

difference between Ballon d'Or and FIFA The Best?

More than just a name differentiates

these two awards. We break down some of the key points of difference below.

History

If

the Ballon d'Or sounds more familiar that's because it has been around a lot longer

than the FIFA The Best awards.

The first Ballon d'Or was handed out in 1956, while

FIFA's awards in their current form were only rolled out recently in 2024.

Voting

Both

awards are decided by a very different set of voters.

Journalists from around the world

have exclusively decided the winner of the Ballon d'Or awards, with the exception of

the 2010-2024 period, which saw a collaboration alongside FIFA (see below).

FIFA's The



Best arguably uses a more democratic system that takes into account votes from national
team coaches, national team captains, journalists and fans.

Schedule

Another key

difference between both awards is when the voting is held and the winners are
named.

The Ballon d'Or is generally handed out in October and now bases its winners on
their performances across a single season.

FIFA, however, hold their award ceremony

either at the beginning or end of a calendar year with winners judged on their
performances across that time frame. The latest Best award ceremony takes place in
January, 2024.

Trophy

Last but not least, the silverware players take home for each

award is inevitably quite different.

The Ballon d'Or takes the form of a golden ball,

while FIFA's The Best is a platinum trophy that resembles a smaller version of the
World Cup.

Did FIFA ever give out the Ballon d'Or?

While FIFA now has its own,

distinctly different awards, they did once team up with French publication France
Football to hand out the Ballon d'Or.

That relationship began in 2010 and saw FIFA

shelve their World Player of the Year award as a result. The player and coach votes,
which decided that award and now feed into The Best, were combined with the Ballon
d'Or's ballot.

The collaboration saw the accolade renamed the 'FIFA Ballon d'Or' before

both parties went their separate ways in 2024 and FIFA launched their own awards
promptly afterwards.

MORE: FIFA The Best all-time winners

Which players have won both

Ballon d'Or and FIFA The Best?

Despite their many differences, both awards have often

been won by the same players in the same years.

The only variation to date in the men's

game came in 2024 when Lionel Messi controversially won the Ballon d'Or and Robert
Lewandowski was awarded FIFA's The Best.

Only a few votes separated the players across

both awards with many fans and players critical of Lewandowski not taking the Ballon
d'Or.

Why Ballon d'Or is a bigger deal than FIFA The Best

With more than 50 years of

extra history, the Ballon d'Or holds a special place in the heart of the footballing
world as an annual tradition.

The current generation of players saw their idols lift

the golden ball trophy, and it continues to have a real aura around it.

While FIFA has

a greater profile around the world when compared to Ballon d'Or organisers France
Football, its The Best awards still need time to become more established as the honour
that all players dream of from the day they lace up their boots.

"All the work | did, |

never gave up. It was a childhood dream,” Benzema said about winning the 2024 Ballon
d'Or. Another decade likely needs to elapse before players grow up saying the same



thing about FIFA's The Best trophy.
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Silicon Roundabout: a falha de uma visao tecnologica bwin
sports Londres

As imagens geradas por computador de PRs as vezes superam 6 a realidade, mas raramente
tantas promessas foram feitas e tdo pouco entregues quanto no cruzamento Old Street bwin
sports Londres, finalmente 6 concluido apés mais de uma década de trabalho. Era para ser o
brilhante centro do Tech City do Reino Unido, 6 o anunciado Silicon Roundabout bwin sports
torno do qual uma vibrante comunidade de startups orbitaria, fervilhando com ideias.

Em 2012, o 6 primeiro-ministro David Cameron prometeu £50m para transformar esta intersecéo
de transito indistinta bwin sports "o maior espaco civico da Europa" - 6 um farol para nossa
"nacao aspiracional”, onde as empresas tecnoldgicas se encontrariam com jovens inovadores
bwin sports um cenario dindmico, multinivel 6 e interativo. Foi apressadamente defendido por seu
amigo Bullingdon e entéo prefeito de Londres, Boris Johnson, que via nisso a 6 chance de outro
projeto de infraestrutura notavel para adicionar a bwin sports colecao de follies caras. Mas bwin
sports fantasia de Nathan 6 Barley nunca se concretizou.

Uma viséo de futuro que nunca se materializou

Cinco anos depois, o conselho de Islington pegou o 6 bastédo e langcou uma competicao
arquiteténica, desta vez com um orcamento otimista de apenas £1m. De mais de 120 inscri¢des,
6 39 arquitetos e designers, incluindo nomes como Zaha Hadid e Es Devlin, foram escolhidos
para conjurar visfes impressionantes do que 6 este "portal icbnico" poderia parecer.

Eles imaginaram florestas futuristas de polos de ar limpo, esferas digitais e torres de
armazenamento 6 de bicicletas de alto nivel, como cenas de um Blade Runner eco-amigavel.
Havia canopias ondulantes verdes, torres de telas digitais 6 e postes magicos que exalariam
nuvens de névoa absorvente de poluicdo, sobre as quais imagens poderiam ser projetadas a
noite. 6 Isso seria um showcase brilhante de tecnologia de cidade inteligente e o espaco publico
mais emocionante de Londres - se 6 ndo do mundo.

Doze anos depois e £132m gastos desde 6 o anuncio de Cameron, as telas de protecao
finalmente foram derrubadas. Se vocé tivesse dado a luz um bebé na 6 concepcao do projeto,
eles poderiam estar andando de bicicleta pelo cruzamento Old Street no caminho para a escola
secundaria agora. 6 Foi o0 maior espetaculo de obras rodoviarias de Londres, um espetaculo



sisifio de se assistir; mas vocé pode ter dificuldade 6 bwin sports dizer o que mudou depois de
todo esse tempo.

Nao hé esferas digitais pulsantes, nenhum 6 halo flutuante e nenhum espaco maker de varios
andares bwin sports vista. Totens interativos e fontes dancantes ndo ha. Em vez 6 disso, o0s
visitantes do cruzamento séo recebidos por um deserto de pedras, adornado com uma grande
caixa de servigo vazia 6 e cercado por 120 postes macicos. E um carrossel hostil de mitigacéo de
veiculos hostis e recursos de design contra 6 a moradia de rua, um lugar tdo indspito quanto
possivel - e desarrumado para desencorajar ciclistas a atravessa-lo. E sim, 6 a cena
subdesenvolvida ainda € dominada pela grande estrutura de aco bwin sports arco de varios
andares da qual quatro telas 6 publicitarias enormes pendem, como um jumbotron transportado
de um estadio de futebol americano - um reliquia alegre da Ultima vez 6 que o cruzamento foi
engenhosamente iconico na década de 1990.
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