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roulette, (from French: “small wheel”), gambling game in which players bet on which red
or black numbered compartment of a  revolving wheel a small ball (spun in the opposite
direction) will come to rest within. Bets are placed on a  table marked to correspond
with the compartments of the wheel. It is played in casinos worldwide. Roulette is a
banking  game, and all bets are placed against the bank—that is, the house, or the
proprietor of the game. As a  big-time betting game, it has had its popularity
superseded in the United States and the Caribbean islands by others, notably  craps,
blackjack, and poker. Fanciful stories about the origin of roulette include its
invention by the 17th-century French mathematician Blaise  Pascal, by a French monk, and
by the Chinese, from whom it was supposedly transmitted to France by Dominican monks.
 In reality, roulette was derived in France in the early 18th century from the older
games hoca and portique, and  it is first mentioned under its current name in 1716 in
Bordeaux. Following several modifications, roulette achieved its present layout  and
wheel structure about 1790, after which it rapidly gained status as the leading game in
the casinos and gambling  houses of Europe. During the years 1836 to 1933, roulette was
banned in France.
Equipment The roulette table is composed of  two sections, the wheel
itself and the betting layout, better known as the roulette layout. There are two
styles of  roulette tables. One has a single betting layout with the roulette wheel at
one end, and the other has two  layouts with the wheel in the centre. The wheel spins
horizontally. Heading the layout design, which is printed on green  baize, is a space
containing the figure 0 (European style) or the figures 0 and 00 (American style,
although such  wheels were used also in Europe during the 18th and 19th centuries). The
main portion of the design is composed  of 36 consecutively numbered rectangular spaces,
alternately coloured red and black and arranged in three columns of 12 spaces each,
 beginning with 1 at the top and concluding with 36 at the bottom. Directly below the
numbers are three blank  spaces (on some layouts these are marked “2 to 1” and are
located on the players’ side of the table).  On either side of these or along one side
of the columns are rectangular spaces marked “1st 12,” “2nd 12,”  and “3rd 12” on
American-style layouts. On European-style layouts these terms are “12p” (première),



“12m” (milieu), and “12d” (dernière douzaine).  Six more spaces are marked “red”
(rouge), “black” (noir), “even” (pair), “odd” (impair), “1–18” (low, or manque), and
“19–36” (high,  or passe). The roulette wheel consists of a solid wooden disk slightly
convex in shape. Around its rim are metal  partitions known as separators or frets, and
the compartments or pockets between these are called canoes by roulette croupiers.
Thirty-six  of these compartments, painted alternately red and black, are numbered
nonconsecutively from 1 to 36. On European-style wheels a 37th  compartment, painted
green, carries the sign 0, and on American wheels two green compartments on opposite
sides of the wheel  carry the signs 0 and 00. The wheel, its spindle perfectly balanced,
spins smoothly in an almost frictionless manner. The  standard roulette table employs up
to 10 sets of wheel checks (usually called chips). Each set is differently coloured;
each  traditionally consists of 300 chips; and there is one set for each player. The
chips usually have a single basic  value, although some casinos also sell chips of
lesser value. The colour of the chips indicates the player, not the  value of the chips.
If a player wishes to buy chips of slightly higher value, the croupier places a marker
 indicating that value on top of the table’s stack of chips of the colour corresponding
to the chips purchased. Most  casinos also have high-value chips that can be wagered at
any gaming table. Unlike roulette chips, these have their numbered  values printed on
them. Get a Britannica Premium subscription and gain access to exclusive content.
Subscribe Now
Bets It is possible  to place the following bets in roulette: (1)
straight, or single-number (en plein), in which the chips are placed squarely  on one
number of the layout, including 0 (and also 00 on American layouts), so that the chips
do not  touch any of the lines enclosing the number; a winning single-number bet pays 35
to 1 (for each unit bet,  a winning player receives his original bet and 35 matching
units); (2) split, or 2-number (à cheval), in which the  chips are placed on any line
separating any two numbers; if either wins, payoff odds are 17 to 1; (3)  street, or
3-number (transversale pleine), in which the chips are placed on the outside line of
the layout, betting the  three numbers opposite the chips; payoff odds on any of the
three numbers are 11 to 1; (4) square, quarter,  corner, or 4-number (en carré), in
which the chips are placed on the intersection of the lines between any four  numbers;
payoff odds are 8 to 1; (5) line, or 6-number (sixaine or transversale six), in which
the chips are  placed on the intersection of the sideline and a line between two
“streets”; payoff odds are 5 to 1; (6)  column (colonne), or 12-number, in which the
chips are placed on one of the three blank spaces (some layouts have  three squares,
marked “1st,” “2nd,” and “3rd”) at the bottom of the layout, thus betting the 12
numbers above the  space; payoff odds are 2 to 1; (7) dozens (douzaine), or 12-number,
in which the chips are placed on one  of the spaces of the layout marked “12,” betting
the numbers 1–12, 13–24, or 25–36; payoff odds are 2 to  1; (8) low-number or
high-number, in which the chips are placed on the layout space marked “1–18” (manque)
or on  the space marked “19–36” (passe); payoff is even money; (9) black or red, in
which the chips are placed on  a space of the layout marked “black” (noir) or on a space
marked “red” (rouge; some layouts have a large  black or red diamond-shaped design
instead of the words); payoff is even money; (10) odd-number or even-number, in which
the  chips are placed on the space of the layout marked “odd” (impair) or on the space
marked “even” (pair); payoff  is even money. On layouts with a single zero (European
style), the 0 may be included in a 2-number bet  with any adjoining number, in a
3-number bet with 1 and 2 or with 2 and 3, and in a  4-number bet with 1, 2, and 3 at
the regular odds for these bets. With the American-style 0 and 00,  a 5-number line bet
also is possible, the player placing his chips on the corner intersection of the line
separating  the 1, 2, 3 from the 0 and 00, with payoff odds of 6 to 1.
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Populista holandés anti-islam Geert Wilders influye en el
nuevo gobierno de derecha

El político holandés anti-islam Geert Wilders vio a ministros  de su partido jurar el cargo por
primera vez el martes, ya que el nuevo gobierno de derecha de los  Países Bajos fue instalado
casi un año después de que el gobierno anterior renunciara.
El líder de extrema derecha Wilders, el  claro ganador de las elecciones generales del año
pasado, no formará parte del gobierno, pero su sombra será grande ya  que continúa liderando su
Partido por la Libertad desde el parlamento.
Wilders, quien fue condenado por discriminación después de insultar a  los marroquíes en un
mitin de campaña en 2014, solo logró cerrar un trato de coalición con tres partidos conservadores 
en mayo después de renunciar a su postulación a primer ministro.
En cambio, el gabinete será dirigido por el independiente y  no electo Dick Schoof, un burócrata
de carrera que ha dirigido la agencia de inteligencia holandesa AIVD y fue el  funcionario superior
del Ministerio de Justicia.
Schoof fue presentado para aliviar las preocupaciones sobre el discurso anti-islam de Wilders
entre sus  principales socios de coalición, el ex Primer Ministro Mark Rutte del VVD y el centrista
NSC.
Pero Wilders, quien ha vivido  bajo estrecha seguridad durante 20 años debido a las amenazas
de muerte islamistas, ha dicho que no cambiará su tono  y la semana pasada le dijo a sus 1.4
millones de seguidores en la plataforma de redes sociales X que  todavía ve al islam como una
"religión despreciable, violenta y odiosa".
Ha seleccionado a líderes endurecidos de su partido para que  lo representen en el gabinete,
incluidos varios que en el pasado han afirmado que el gobierno estaba trabajando activamente
para  reemplazar la población holandesa con inmigrantes.

El gobierno entrante tendrá que ceñirse al acuerdo alcanzado por los cuatro
partidos, que tiene  como objetivo un endurecimiento de la inmigración y
excepciones a las reglas de asilo y medio ambiente de la UE.

Schoof  y su equipo se espera que presenten planes detallados para septiembre.
No tendrán mucho margen de gasto, ya que la sexta  economía más grande de la zona euro vio
terminar su fuerte recuperación pospandémica en una recesión el año pasado.
El desempleo  se espera que se mantenga relativamente bajo, pero el acuerdo de coalición prevé
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que el déficit presupuestario del gobierno se  acerque al máximo de la UE del 3%.
El nuevo gobierno será el primero desde 2010 sin Mark Rutte, quien se  convertirá en secretario
general de la OTAN en octubre.
El primer ministro más largo de los Países Bajos se despidió el  domingo con un discurso
televisado, en el que subrayó la necesidad de cooperación.
"Los Países Bajos tienen una tradición única de  compromiso y asunción de responsabilidades, y
es importante que la mantengamos", dijo desde su oficina ya despejada. "Juntos somos más 
fuertes que solos".
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