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TALLAHASSEE - As the Seminole Tribe offers online sports betting in Florida, a dispute over
fantasy sports is heating up amid efforts by gambling regulators to rein in companies accused of
operating potentially illegal betting games.

The Florida Gaming Control Commission in September sent cease-and-desist letters to three
fantasy sports operators, threatening legal action if the sites didn't immediately stop.

But Sen. Joe Gruters, R-Sarasota, wants the commission to explain why the businesses were
targeted and to clarify why they could be breaking the law while the biggest players in the industry
- DraftKings and FanDuel - aren't. The senator raised the issues in a Dec. 18 letter to the
commission's executive director, Lou Trombetta.

Gruters pointed to the cease-and-desist letters Trombetta sent to Underdog Sports, LLC;
SidePrize LLC, also known as Performance Predictions LLC, doing business as PrizePicks; and
Betr Holdings, Inc.

Gruters' letter asked why "the two largest fantasy sports operators” in Florida did not receive
similar threats from the commission.

"The letters definitively state that 'betting or wagering on the result of contests of skill ... including
fantasy sports betting, is strictly prohibited and constitutes a felony offense.’ Notably, however,
the commission's public position is less definitive. In the FAQs (frequently asked questions) on
the commission's website, the commission states that ‘wagering on fantasy sports' is '‘probably not'
legal. | am concerned that the commission is applying an interpretation that is not supported by
law and that the commission may be selectively enforcing its interpretation,” Gruters wrote.
Gruters told The News Service of Florida that he spoke with Trombetta about the situation and
asked why DraftKings and FanDuel weren't targeted.

"l guess the biggest guys have not been issued those letters. And so, for me, it's just a matter of
fairness. | think it should be across the board. | talked to the executive director about that,
personally. He was in my office. And | think he said letters were forthcoming, but | don't think
those have gone out yet," Gruters said in a phone interview Wednesday.

Gruters said that he understood letters would be sent to DraftKings and FanDuel.

The gaming commission is "in the process of responding to Sen. Gruters' letter,” Eric Carr, the
commission's director of external affairs, told the News Service this week.



Months after receiving the cease-and-desist letters, the three daily fantasy sports operators
appear to be continuing to offer games on their apps and websites in Florida.

The questions about the fantasy sports companies have come in advance of the 2024 legislative
session, which will start Tuesday.

The three companies targeted by the gaming commission have hired a slate of lobbyists,
including some of Florida's most-prominent lobbyists such as Nick larossi and Ron Book.
Gruters said he offered to file legislation to clear up the issue but was told that the commission
was still "processing all the information.” Florida has laws regulating gambling activities, but does
not have a law specifically addressing fantasy sports.

Meanwhile, Rep. Jason Shoaf, R-Port St. Joe, filed a fantasy sports measure that supporters
maintain would mirror federal law. A Senate version of Shoaf's bill has not been filed.

The dispute over fantasy sports also comes as the Seminole Tribe has moved forward with online
sports betting.

A 30-year agreement, signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis and Seminole Tribe of Florida Chairman
Marcellus Osceola Jr. and ratified by state lawmakers in 2024, gave the tribe "exclusivity" over
sports betting - including mobile sports betting - throughout the state. Under the deal, wagers
could be placed anywhere in the state using mobile devices, with the bets being processed on
tribal lands. In exchange, the tribe agreed to pay the state at leastR$2 billion over the first five
years of the agreement, known as a compact. The deal also allowed the tribe to contract with the
state's pari-mutuel operators to offer sports betting and gave the Seminoles permission to add
craps and roulette at their casinos.

The agreement included an exception allowing for the operation of "fantasy sports contests."

But the fantasy games targeted by gambling regulators could violate the compact, according to
Jim Allen, who heads the Seminoles' gambling operations and was instrumental in negotiating the
deal.

Allen, the chairman of Hard Rock International and the CEO of Seminole Gaming, told the News
Service that the types of games operated by the three fantasy companies aren't allowed under
the compact - or state law.

"We made it very clear that we do not have an issue with fantasy sports, specifically with what
DraftKings and FanDuel are offering. With that said, when we get to Underdog, when we get to
BetR and others like that, there is no doubt, not justin Jim Allen's opinion, it's not just the Florida
state gaming (commission) opinion, it's not just in the attorney general's opinion, but 11 other
states ... have flat out said what they are doing is gambling, they're taking live bets, and it's illegal.
And, yes, unequivocally it violates the compact,” Allen said in a phone interview last month.

The tribe on Nov. 7 began accepting mobile sports bets from a limited number of gamblers and
went statewide in early December.

The fantasy operators targeted by regulators, however, say their activities are legitimate.

"Our very popular fantasy sports platforms continue to operate legally in Florida, and we are
certainly not in violation of the compact,” Allison Harris, a spokesperson for a group called the
Coalition for Fantasy Sports, told the News Service, when asked to respond to Allen's comments.
The Difference

Florida isn't the only state targeting the companies, which offer games known as "pick 'em style"
fantasy contests or "over/under player prop pick 'em" games. Single fantasy players can choose
from a set of athletes who are assigned certain outcomes for different activities, such as a set
number of yards or points scored. Players choose whether the athletes will score over or under the
specified outcomes.

DraftKings and FanDuel, meanwhile, offer games in which multiple fantasy players compete
against each other by building rosters of teams composed of athletes. Players earn points based
on the athletes' performance.

A legal analysis provided to the Florida Gaming Control Commission by Joe Jacquot, a former
general counsel for DeSantis who has worked for DraftKings and FanDuel, contended that the
three targeted operators are breaking state law, which allows games of "skill" but prohibits games
of "chance," unless authorized.



"FanDuel, as a contest sponsor, merely puts up a purse, for which it does not compete. The
companies that received cease and desist letters do the opposite - they participate in the contest
and win the prize if the contestant does not correctly guess winning propositions. Indeed, they say
it does not matter under federal law that the contest involves the operator, but Florida law makes
that very distinction," Jacquot wrote in the document obtained by the News Service.
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Homens armados tentaram assassinar um politico da oposi¢cdo na Tanzania depois que uma
empresa de telecomunicacdes secretamente passou seus dados do telefone celular para o
governo, segundo evidéncias ouvidas novibet sugar 200 tribunal.

A empresa de telefonia mével Tigo forneceu 24 horas por dia, 7 dias/7 telefonemas e dados
sobre localizacdo pertencentes a Tundu Lisu as autoridades da Tanzania nas semanas anteriores
a tentativa novibet sugar 200 novibet sugar 200 vida.

O acordo, que Tigo n&do nega foi revelado novibet sugar 200 uma reivindicagao de um ex-
investigador interno da empresa ouvida no tribunal trabalhista do centro historico neste més.
Michael Clifford, um ex-policial da policia metropolitana afirma que Millicom dono do Tigo marca
demitiu por levantar preocupacdes sobre o caso.

"O caso do Sr. Clifford € que ele foi tratado novibet sugar 200 seu detrimento, congelado pela
[Millicom] e automaticamente injustamente demitido porque fez divulgagdes protegidas ou
‘arrancou o apito' sobre questdes de extrema seriedade", disseram os advogados da empresa
por escrito na apresentacao dos documentos [8]."

Lissu foi atacado novibet sugar 200 seu carro no estacionamento de novibet sugar 200
residéncia parlamentar, na Dodoma a 7 setembro 2024. O automével estava pulverizado com
balas e ele recebeu ferimentos graves. Ninguém tem sido processado por suas tentativas do
assassinato

Cinco dias depois, Clifford comecgou a investigar apds ouvir novibet sugar 200 uma
teleconferéncia que Millicom estava fornecendo dados de telefone celular da Lissu para o governo
tanzaniano. Mais tarde ele entregou um resumo das suas descobertas aos seus superiores disse
os advogados dele

O relatério concluiu que "a informacéao tinha sido fornecida ao governo da Tanzénia desde 22 de
agosto 2024", disseram os advogados. “A partir do 29 Agosto 2024, a intensidade dos
rastreamentos aumentou e [Millicom] usou seus recursos humanos para rastrear 24 horas por dia
24/7 o local onde dois telefones celulares Sr Lisu estavam”.

Os dados foram passados ao governo via mensagens WhatsApp, que a Millicom foi
posteriormente solicitada para excluir. Nenhum pedido legal formal dos mesmos parecia ter sido
arquivado



"Na crencga razoavel do requerente, essa informacgéo tende a mostrar que [Millicom] estava
envolvido novibet sugar 200 uma tentativa de assassinato politico e ato terrorista”, disseram os
advogados da Clifford.

Vocé tem informag@es sobre esta histéria? E-mail david.pegggtheguardian, ou (usando um
telefone sem trabalho) use Signal or WhatsApp para mensagem +44 7721 857348

Clifford afirma que, depois de aumentar suas preocupacdes e seu relacionamento com seus
gerentes comegou a se romper; eles comegaram 0 marginalizar dentro da empresa antes mesmo
do ano passado. A Millicom contesta as alegacfes dele sobre ele no outono deste ultimo 2024.
A empresa presta servi¢os de telecomunicagdes para mercados emergentes na América Latina e
também operava novibet sugar 200 partes da Africa durante o periodo que Clifford foi
empregado. Sua posicdo € a seguinte: no momento do desligamento, estava sendo necessario
reduzir uma parte substancial das atividades realizadas pela companhia nos paises africanos;
como tal seu papel era redundante

O jornal disse que Clifford havia sido convidado a investigar o caso Lissu e relatou suas
descobertas como solicitado. Ele afirmou, ap6s receber um relatério de seu advogado local sobre
isso ele recebeu aconselhamento juridico locais ; alguns funcionarios foram sujeitos a acéo
disciplinar

Argumentou que Clifford agora estava afirmando retroativamente, de forma retrograda e seus
relatérios eram dendncias internas ao invés do trabalho comum novibet sugar 200 seu papel
como investigador da empresa.

O caso levou guatro anos para chegar a julgamento, novibet sugar 200 parte como resultado dos
esforcos da Millicom de ter o pedido do Clifford ouvido sob restricbes ao relatério. Em um ponto
que foi argumentado pela empresa e afirmou-se ndo ser possivel defender essa alegacao se
fosse concedida uma ordem secreta ou for indeferido no inicio deste ano;

Um porta-voz da Millicom disse que nao poderia comentar porque a disputa legal com Clifford
estava novibet sugar 200 andamento. Ela afirmou um anuncio na semana passada de o
presidente executivo do grupo, Mauricio Ramos s se aposentar foi sem relagédo ao caso

A Tanzénia continua a ser um pais perigoso para se tornar membro da oposi¢ao politica, apesar
de uma mudanca do presidente novibet sugar 200 2024. Na segunda-feira passada a noite
prendia Lissu e pelo menos mais doze pessoas antes dos protestos planejado contra
assassinatos ou desaparecimento das politicas oposicionistas
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