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Kylian Mbappe celebrates after scoring a goal for Paris Saint-Germain in Champions League play
against Borussia Dortmund on Dec. 13.  (Martin Meissner / Associated Press)
For more than a decade Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi have been at the center of  a fierce
and largely unsettled debate over who is the greatest player in soccer history.
A decade from now, they might  still be part of that debate. Only the question then may be more
like “who were those two guys who  came before Kylian Mbappe and Erling Haaland?”
That might sound like a bit of a stretch, but consider the evidence.
Ronaldo, 38,  and Messi, 36, rewrote the record books, redefined greatness and took the sport to
new plateaus. Soccer is more popular,  more profitable and better-played than at any point in its
history, and Ronaldo and Messi, who defined an era if  not an entire sport, are big reasons why.
Playing much of their careers against one another in Spain’s La Liga —  Messi for Barcelona and
Ronaldo for Real Madrid — they pushed one another, combining for 19 league championships,
four Champions  League titles and 13 Ballon d’Or awards, achieving levels of greatness together
neither could have reached alone.
Yet at comparable points  in their careers, Mbappe and Haaland have been even better. And it’s
not beyond reason to think they could stay  there.
Start with the numbers. Portugal’s Ronaldo is the most prolific scorer in history with 870 goals for
five clubs —  Sporting CP, Manchester United, Juventus and Al Nassr, in addition to Real Madrid
— and country. Messi, an Argentine who  played at Paris Saint-Germain and Inter Miami after
leaving Barcelona, has 821 goals while the once-incomparable Pele is a distant  third at 762,
according to the Zurich-based International Federation of Football History and Statistics.
Ronaldo and Messi also rank in the  top 10 all-time in assists, meaning each has contributed to
more than 1,110 goals in their careers.
Mbappe and Haaland are  on pace to outproduce both. Less than a week past his 25th birthday,
Mbappe already has 306 goals and 127  assists, according to Football365, more than either Messi
or Ronaldo had at the same age. Haaland, who won’t turn 24  until next summer, has 232 goals
for club and country, is also better than Messi and Ronaldo at the same  age.
Manchester City's Erling Haaland, right, tries to control the ball while defended by Aston Villa's
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Pau Torres during an English  Premier League game on Dec. 6. (Rui Vieira / Associated Press)
Messi and Ronaldo were just getting started, though. In his  age-24 season, 2011-12, Messi
scored a record 73 goals in 60 games for Barcelona, beginning a string that would see  him
average more than 54 club goals a season over six years. Ronaldo was just one goal a season
behind  during that span — then went on to score more than 400 times after turning 30.
Can Mbappe and Haaland match  that? Why not? They are just entering their prime.
Numbers don’t tell the whole story, however; it’s what those numbers add  up to that really
determines greatness.
As a 17-year-old Mbappe led Monaco to the Ligue 1 title and the Champions League  semifinals.
He won five more French titles in six seasons at Paris Saint-Germain — two alongside Messi —
and reached  the Champions League semis twice. On the international level he’s already played in
two World Cup finals, winning one. He  also led the 2024 tournament in scoring with eight goals
and tied for second in 2024 with four.
Only five players  in history have scored more World Cup goals and only one man has played in
more finals than Mbappe. Did  we mention he’s just 25?
Messi had won five La Liga titles and three Champions League crowns before his 25th birthday 
but it took him 17 years to reach his second World Cup final and win his only title. There could  be
more to come Mbappe: Playing on a French team ranked second in the world in an era when the 
World Cup is expanding, he could wind up being the most dominant player in tournament history.
"Messi has done what he  has done throughout his career and over so many years and he is
fantastic. He has been the best for  several years," Fabio Capello, who won seven league
championships and a Champions League title as a coach, said last spring  at the end of the final
European season to feature either Messi or Ronaldo. "But at the moment Mbappe is  better. He's
strong, he's quick, he scores goals.”
Like Messi, Mbappe is a brilliant passer who can score himself — he’s  on pace for his sixth
straight 30-goal season and sixth straight league scoring title — or set up teammates —  two
years ago, he led the league in goals and assists, his 17 helpers the most in a French season  in
six years.
Read more: Commentary: MLS made a colossal mistake to drop U.S. Open Cup. How does the
league not  get that?
Inexplicably Mbappe, the youngest player ever nominated for a Ballon d’Or, has never won
soccer’s top individual prize, finishing  as high as third in the voting just once. That was this year,
when Messi claimed the prize for a  record eighth time.
Haaland, second in the Ballon d’Or balloting, has seen his brilliance so far confined to his club
career.  Last season, his first in the Premier League following two seasons in Norway and three
others shared between the Austrian  and German Bundesligas, Haaland guided Manchester City
to a European treble, scoring 52 times in 53 matches. He already has  19 goals in 22 appearances
in all competitions this season, trailing Mbappe, who has two more goals in the same  number of
games. Over his last four full seasons, Haaland has scored 178 club goals in 179 appearances.
But Norway, his  national team, hasn’t played in a World Cup this century and made its only
appearance in the European Championship a  month before Haaland was born. As a result, he’s
played just 29 times for his country, scoring 27 goals. Mbappe  has played more than twice as
often for France, scoring 46 times, according to the German website Transfermarkt.
Manchester City coach  Pep Guardiola, who managed Messi in Barcelona and now has Haaland
in England, calls Messi the “most complete player I’ve  ever seen, in vision, in passes, in dribbling,
in competitiveness. That makes it difficult [to compare] with anyone.”
“Hopefully Erling can  be close like Leo,” he added. “It will be great for us, for the future of the
team. But I  don’t help anyone by comparing to the Argentine player.”
Can Mbappe and Haaland continue at this pace? In a word, yeah.
Staying  free of injury will be important. Messi has played fewer than 36 games just once in the
last 17 years.  The last time Ronaldo played fewer than 31 games in a season he was a teenager
in Portugal. The continued  expansion of club and national team calendars will be both an
opportunity and a danger for Mbappe and Haaland; an  opportunity because more games means



more chances to score and more titles to win but a danger because it raises  the possibility of
injury. Haaland, a physical beast at 6-foot-4 and 194 pounds, seems especially well-suited to
handle the additional  workload.
Messi and Ronaldo have set the bar high, but it’s a height both Mbappe and Haaland might
someday clear.
 You  have read the latest installment of On Soccer with Kevin Baxter. The weekly column takes
you behind the scenes and  shines a spotlight on unique stories. Listen to Baxter on this week’s
episode of the Corner of the Galaxy podcast.
This  story originally appeared in Los Angeles Times.
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Na primeira série de Slow Horses, Jackson Lamb do MI5 dá um discurso motivacional: "Você é
inútil. O lote você  trabalhar com vocês tem sido o ponto mais baixo sportingbet vivo uma carreira
decepcionante." Isso na verdade está bastante edificante a  partir dum homem que
provavelmente seja candidato para “Melhor Chefe Mundial” caneca como The Thick of It’ Malcolm
Tucker
Na  TV, o moral da equipe está sportingbet vivo um ponto baixo de todos os tempos. Da
hospitalidade infernal aos senhores corporativos  calosos ir trabalhar nunca pareceu menos
atraente - Em vez dos idiotas trapalhões para chefes temos torturado gênio e  maníaco
masoquista A rotina diária é uma das apostas altas (stakes), longas horas ou recompensas
limitadas – sem ter à  vista nenhum departamento do RH!
Diana Taverner (Kristin Scott Thomas) e Jackson Lamb sportingbet vivo Cavalos Lento.
{img}: Reprodução Apple TV
Em Blue Lights  e The Responder, policiais colocaram um turno de ingrato após o deslocamento
sem agradecimento depois do desvio ingrato; enquanto a  ITV'’S Breathtaking oferece mais
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serviços públicos punitivos que retratam as experiências pandêmica da equipe dos NHN.
WeCrashed Super Pumpled and  the Dropout expôs os interiores traiçoeiros das startups
tecnológicas ao mesmo tempo sportingbet vivo Queda nas esperanças para todos na mídia:  A
comediante Debora Vance abandonou seu escritor Vee no meio-hotel O hotel
Este ano, provavelmente vai piorar ainda mais com o  retorno de três dos empregadores da TV:
Pierpoint (o banco do investimento impiedosa indústria), um restaurante nervoso das indústrias
Lumon.
Com  base nas experiências reais dos escritores Konrad Kay e Mickey Down, a Indústria lançou
uma nova entrada de aspirantes bancários  sportingbet vivo um covil do leão da humilhação
pública. Além das enormes pressões para manter seu nervo enquanto move milhões (através 
dele), Pierpoint é o lugar onde demônios internos prosperam à medida que os externos desceem;
há abuso por substâncias químicas  ou psicossexualidade no papel – comércio interno --e
também na festa natalina com quem se joga repetidamente numa janela financeira  piluda pelo
sangue!
No centro de tudo isso está a relação mentor/mentor mais distorcida desde o duo dos Irmãos
nojos Tom  e Greg da Sucessão. O MD Eric do beisebol-bate empunhando, com um novato tenaz
Harper pode não estar se pondo  uns aos outros junto às garrafas d’água (ainda), mas eles já
esfaquearam uma à outra nas costas tantas vezes que  seus traje para Savile Row estão
farpados!
(Myha'la Herrold) e Sally na 3a temporada da indústria.
{img}: /Bad Wolf Productions
Mas enquanto os  gerentes de linha da indústria e cavalos lentos podem ser horríveis - Eric,
impecavelmente; Jackson grotescamente – são as executiva  que realmente fazem mal. Como o
Drerick descobre Pierpoint não dá dois anos para se sacrificarem por isso: no  MI5, a melhor
parte do bronze tentará matá-lo ativamente pra salvar sportingbet vivo própria pele!
Sobre o melhor de Chicago, as apostas  são mais baixas mas não menos tontos. Ostensivamente
a operação do restaurante da Carmy sportingbet vivo The Bear é um antídoto  para os maiores
abusos rituais familiares das cozinhas com estrelas Michelin... Mas na busca pela perfeição há
oportunidades que diminuem  e berate – E isso se prova difícil sacudir sportingbet vivo
programação “Não existe tempo suficiente pra gentileza quando uma grande  quantidade está
sendo usada no trabalho”.
Em Severance, não é o seu tempo que os funcionários se rendem mas suas mentes.  Tendo
passado por um procedimento separando as memórias de trabalho e casa eles agora operam
com uma consciência dupla:  como "Innies" são incapazes para a sportingbet vivo música
enquanto apenas sabem das 9-5; “Outies”, quem tem nenhuma lembrança do escritório  O
conceito da vida profissional equilíbrio curdled empregados sportingbet vivo emprego foi
considerado tão terrível quanto pode ser cirurgia cerebral literal  fora Que só podem lidar? A
equipe cortada
skip promoção newsletter passado
Receba as melhores avaliações de TV, notícias e recursos exclusivos  sportingbet vivo
sportingbet vivo caixa todas segundas-feira.
Aviso de Privacidade:
As newsletters podem conter informações sobre instituições de caridade, anúncios on-line e
conteúdo financiado  por terceiros. Para mais informação consulte a nossa Política De
Privacidade Utilizamos o Google reCaptcha para proteger nosso site;  se aplica também à política
do serviço ao cliente da empresa:
após a promoção da newsletter;
Esperamos a segunda temporada de Severance  para descobrir se o motim dos Innies pode ter
sucesso, e terceira Temporada do Urso saberem que Carmy finalmente vão  respeitar um ao
outro tanto quanto eles fazem com molhos perfeitos.
Não espere pelo lote da indústria, no entanto: suas almas  foram vaporizadas assim que eles
passaram pelas portas giratórias de Pierpoint.  
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