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Cristiano Ronaldo’s decision to remove two Coca-Cola bottles from view at a press
conference, and dent the value of the fizzy drink maker’s sponsorship of the European
Championship, has highlighted the risks brands face associating with sports stars made
powerful by the social media era.

The Portugal captain, a renowned health fanatic who

eschews carbonated drinks and alcohol, underlined his point by holding a bottle of

water while saying “agua”, Portuguese and Spanish for water. The water brand in

guestion happened to be owned by Coca-Cola too, but the damage — by a major sports star
with 550 million social media followers — was done.

“It's obviously a big moment for

any brand when the world’s most followed footballer on social media does something like
that,” says Tim Crow, a sports marketing consultant who advised Coca-Cola on football
sponsorship for two decades. “Coke pays tens of millions to be a Uefa sponsor and as

part of that there are contractual obligations for federations and teams, including

taking part in press conferences with logos and products. But there are always

risks.”

Major brands have never been able to control the actions of their star

signings. Nike decided, stoically, to stand by Tiger Woods as the golfing prodigy lost
sponsors including Gillette and Gatorade after a 2009 sex scandal. However, Ronaldo’s
public snub signifies a different kind of threat to the once cosy commercial balance of
power between stars and brands, one born of the social media era.

“Ronaldo is right at

the top of social media earners,” says PR expert Mark Borkowski. “It is about the rise

of the personal brand, the personal channel, it gives so much bloody power. That’'s what
has allowed Ronaldo to make a point [about a healthy lifestyle].”

Now 36, the world’s

most famous footballer has built an empire that has seen him make more thanR$1bn
(E720m) in football salaries, bonuses and commercial activities such as sponsorships.

What is crucial is the global platform social media has given him — half a billion

followers on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook — which has freed him from following the



commercial rules of clubs, tournaments and their sponsors. He is the highest earner on
Instagram, commandingR$1m per paid post, and with more thanR$40m in income from the
social media platform annually he makes more than his salary at Juventus.

“People are

saying this is about athlete activism and there is some truth to that,” says Crow.
“Athletes are taking a more activist view, we are seeing that, most recently in press
conferences. And we will see it again.”

On Tuesday, the France midfielder Paul Pogba, a

practising Muslim, removed a bottle of Euro 2024 sponsor Heineken’s non-alcoholic 0.0
brand from the press conference table when he sat down to speak to the media after his
team’s 1-0 win over Germany. Three years ago, he was one of a group of Manchester
United stars who boycotted a contractual event for sponsors to protest at the club’s
poor travel arrangements that had affected Champions League games.

Crow says the most

important example of athlete activism came last month when Naomi Osaka, the No 2-ranked
female tennis player, pulled out of the French Open after being finedR$15,000 and
threatened with expulsion by organisers for saying she would skip contractual media
obligations because of the effect on her mental health.

Osaka, who has more than 4

million social media followers, used Twitter to explain her “huge waves of anxiety” and
the “outdated rules” governing players and media conferences, and announce she was
pulling out of Roland Garros.

“Activism is now on every sponsor’s radar,” says Crow,

who believes Ronaldo’s move could mark the beginning of the end of product
placement-laden press conferences.

“My view is that for a long time now having

sponsors’ products on the table in front of athletes in press conferences looks

outdated and inauthentic and it's time to retire it,” he says. “This incident

highlights that fact. Many of my sponsor clients have mentioned this in the past,
particularly those targeting younger consumers. It's not as if sponsors don’t have
enough branding throughout tournaments and events anyway.”
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Analise: "Megalopolis" de Francis Ford Coppola



Todos aqueles que amam o cinema devem muito a Francis Ford Coppola, incluindo a
sinceridade. Seu novo filme, dedicado fervorosamente a sportsbet ao vivo falecida esposa
Eleanor, tem algumas rajadas de humor e verve. A cena de Jon Voight com seu arco e flecha é
uma dardo de wit. A teatralidade art déco pesadamente ornamentada do filme as vezes cria um
espetaculo auto-consciente interessante, como uma produgdo modernista antiquada de
Shakespeare. E certamente um fracasso de Coppola é muito mais interessante do que 0s
sucessos funcionais de diretores menores — 0s pesos-médios que visam baixo e atingem quase
o alvo.

Uma paixdo sem paixao

No entanto, para mim, esse € um projeto de paixdo sem paixao: um filme inchado, entediante e
desconcertantemente superficial, cheio de veredictos de valedictoriano do ensino médio sobre o
futuro da humanidade. E simultaneamente hiperativo e sem vida, carregado com algum atuacéo
terrivel e efeitos visuais (VFX) sem interesse, que ndo alcancam a textura da realidade analdgica
ou uma reinvencdao digital completa da existéncia. No entanto, este drama de conspiracéo
cientifico-ficcao, inspirado nos Catilinarios do antigo Roma, faz uma pergunta valida. O império
americano, como 0 império romano, como qualquer império, ndo pode durar para sempre. A hora
do declinio e queda da América chegou?

Um retro-futurista Nova lorque

Estamos sportsbet ao vivo um tipo de Nova lorque retro-futurista, muito semelhante ao presente,
com noticias estridentes anunciadas sportsbet ao vivo painéis de {sp} de fita transportadora
sportshet ao vivo prédios. No entanto, a internet parece ter evoluido para além de ser
proeminente e as midias sociais evidentemente sdo uma coisa do passado.

Personagens e enredo

O morador mais famoso da cidade é o visionario Nobel premiado arquiteto e cientista Cesar
Catilina, interpretado por um Adam Driver muito autorreflexivo, bébado sportsbet ao vivo eventos
sociais e atormentado pela morte de sportsbet ao vivo esposa sportsbet ao vivo um acidente de
carro por o qual ele quase escapou da culpa. Ele supostamente inventou um novo material de
construcdo, maravilhosamente forte e mole, chamado Megalon, e essa descoberta parece ter
dado-lIhe poderes secretos para controlar tempo e espaco.

O governo federal deu-lhe permissao para demolir extensas areas da cidade para seu projeto
utdpico: Megalopolis. Enquanto isso, o prefeito Cicero (Giancarlo Esposito) esta furioso com a
atitude arrogante desse homem e exige respostas reais para as necessidades humanas: um
salério justo, saneamento, estradas, escolas, hospitais, ndo essa loucura megalomaniaca.

O mundo de Cicero € abalado quando sportsbet ao vivo filha Jalia (Nathalie Emmanuel) se
apaixona por Catilina, criando um conflito entre as visdes antigas e novas do futuro da
humanidade. E o banqueiro sinistro Trumpiano Hamilton Crasso Il (Voight) esta tendo um caso
com a apresentadora de noticias TV dupla e escorregadia Wow Platina (Aubrey Plaza); o
inquietante neto de Crasso, Clédio Pulcher (Shia LaBeouf), tem ambicfes corruptas proprias.

Influéncias e conclusao

Ha momentos sportsbet ao vivo que Coppola aparece estar canalizando Fritz Lang's "Metropolis"
ou Ayn Rand's "The Fountainhead", e sportsbet ao vivo retdrica sem gosto sobre o potencial
humano parece vir da era New Deal, ou mesmo antes. Eu encontrei a mim mesmo pensando no
discurso final de Chaplin sportsbet ao vivo "The Great Dictator". Mas os dias de danga disco do



final decadente de Roma simplesmente parecem ultrapassados.
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