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Ball sport
An Argentine family playing bocce in San Vicente, Buenos Aires, c.1902
Bocce play in Cape Coral, Florida, US in 2007Bocce  being playeda typical bocce set
Bocce ( ,[1][2] or ,[3] Italian: [btte]), sometimes anglicized as bocce ball,[4] bocci[5] or boccie,[1] is 
a ball sport belonging to the boules family.
Developed into its present form in Italy, it is closely related to British  bowls and French pétanque,
with a common ancestry from ancient games played in the Roman Empire.
Bocce is played around western,  southern and southeastern Europe, as well as in overseas areas
with historical Italian immigrant population, including Australia, North America, and  South
America, principally Argentina and the southern Brazilian state of Rio Grande do Sul.
Initially played just by the Italian immigrants,  the game has slowly become more popular with their
descendants and more broadly.
History [ edit ]
Having developed from games played  in the Roman Empire, Bocce developed into its present
form in Italy,[6] where it is called bocce, the plural of  the Italian word boccia which means 'bowl' in
the general sporting sense,[7] it spread around Europe and also in regions  to which Italians have
migrated.
First form of regulation was described in the book "Gioco delle bocchie" by Raffaele Bisteghi in 
1753.
[8] In South America it is known as bochas, or bolas criollas ('Criollo balls') in Venezuela, and
bocha in south  Brazil.
The accessibility of bocce to people of all ages and abilities has seen it grow in popularity among
Special Olympics  programmes globally and it is now the third most played sport among Special
Olympics athletes.[9]
Geographical spread [ edit ]
The sport  is also very popular on the eastern side of the Adriatic, especially in Croatia, Serbia,
Montenegro, and Bosnia and Herzegovina,  where the sport is known in Serbo-Croatian as boanje



('playing boe') or balote (colloquially also buanje).
[10][11][12] In Slovenia the sport  is known as balinanje[13] or colloquially 'playing boe', or bale
(from Italian bocce and Venetian bae, meaning 'balls').
[14] There are  numerous bocce leagues in the United States.
Most have been founded by Italian Americans but contain members of all groups.
Rules and  play [ edit ]
Bocce is traditionally played on a natural soil or asphalt court up to 27.
5 metres (90 ft)  in length and 2.5 to 4 metres (8.2 to 13.1 ft) wide.
[15] While the court walls are traditionally made of  wood or stone, many social leagues and
Special Olympics programs now use inflatable 'Packabocce' PVC courts due to their portability 
and ease of storage.
[16][17] Bocce balls can be made of wood (traditional), metal,[15] baked clay, or various kinds of
plastic.
Unlike  lawn bowls, bocce balls are spherical and have no inbuilt bias.
A game can be conducted between two players, or two  teams of two, three, or four.
A match is started by a randomly chosen side being given the opportunity to throw  a smaller ball,
the jack (called a boccino ('little bocce') or pallino ('bullet' or 'little ball') in Italian, depending on 
local custom), from one end of the court into a zone 5 metres (16 ft) in length, ending 2.5 metres 
(8.
2 ft) from the far end of the court.
If the first team misses twice, the other team is awarded the  opportunity to place the jack
anywhere they choose within the prescribed zone.
[6] Casual play is common in reasonably flat areas  of parks and yards lacking a Bocce court, but
players should agree to the minimum and maximum distance the jack  may be thrown before play
begins.
The side that first attempted to place the jack is given the opportunity to bowl  first.
Once the first bowl has taken place, the other side has the opportunity to bowl.
From then on, the side which  does not have the ball closest to the jack has a chance to bowl, up
until one side or the  other has used their four balls.
At that point, the other side bowls its remaining balls.
The object of the game is  for a team to get as many of its balls as possible closer to the target ball
(jack, boccino, pallino)  than the opposing team.
The team with the closest ball to the jack is the only team that can score points  in any frame.
The scoring team receives one point for each of their balls that is closer to the jack than  the
closest ball of the other team.
The length of a game varies by region but is typically from 7 to  13 points.[18][6]
Players are permitted to throw the ball in the air using an underarm action.
This is generally used to knock  either the jack or another ball away to attain a more favorable
position.
Tactics can get quite complex when players have  sufficient control over the ball to throw or roll it
accurately.
[6]Variants [ edit ]Bocce volo [ edit ]
A variation called  bocce volo uses a metal ball, which is thrown overhand (palm down), after a
run-up to the throwing line.
In that  latter respect, it is similar to the French boules game jeu provençal also known as boule
lyonnaise which is internationally  called sport-boules.
Another French variant of the game is called pétanque, and (lacking the run-up) is more similar in
some respects  to traditional bocce.[19]Boccia [ edit ]
Australian boccia team members
Another development, for persons with disabilities, is called boccia.
It is a shorter-range  game, played with leather balls on an indoor, smooth surface.
Boccia was first introduced to the Paralympics at the 1984 New  York/Stoke Mandeville Summer
Games, and is one of the only two Paralympic sports that do not have an Olympic counterpart 



(the other being goalball).
[20]See also [ edit ]
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Eleições presidenciais iranianas chegam à segunda rodada



com reformista e candidato conservador

A eleição presidencial iraniana chegará à segunda rodada este  fim de semana, com um
reformista e um candidato conservador radical enfrentando-se para substituir Ebrahim Raisi, suns
bulls bet meio a uma  apatia inédita dos eleitores.
Após nenhum dos quatro candidatos iniciais ter garantido mais de 50% dos votos suns bulls bet
28 de junho,  o reformista e legislador Masoud Pezeshkian e o ultraconservador ex-negociador
nuclear Saeed Jalili emergiram como os dois candidatos com mais  votos, com Pezeshkian à
frente por 3,9 pontos percentuais.
A primeira rodada, no entanto, registou a menor participação dos eleitores suns bulls bet  uma
eleição presidencial desde que a República Islâmica foi estabelecida suns bulls bet 1979, o que
evidencia o descontentamento de uma população  que está perdendo a fé no estabelecimento
clerical do país.
Pezeshkian e Jalili estão suns bulls bet extremos opostos do espectro político iraniano.  Cada
candidato poderia liderar o Irão de maneira radicalmente diferente num momento suns bulls bet
que a República Islâmica está a enfrentar  problemas domésticos e internacionais delicados -
incluindo uma economia suns bulls bet ruínas, um movimento jovem descontente e tensões
crescentes com Israel  e os Estados Unidos.
Aqui está o que pode esperar na segunda rodada das eleições e como os resultados podem
impactar  o Irão e o mundo.
A eleição snap foi realizada após a morte de Raisi suns bulls bet um acidente de helicóptero suns
bulls bet  19 de maio no noroeste remoto do país, juntamente com o ministro dos Negócios
Estrangeiros Hossein Amir-Abdollahian e outros oficiais.
Três  conservadores e um candidato reformista disputaram o cargo mais elevado do país, depois
que mais de 50 outros candidatos foram  impedidos de se candidatar pelo poderoso Conselho
dos Guardiães, que é incumbido de supervisionar as eleições e a legislação e  relata diretamente
ao Líder Supremo Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
Na primeira rodada, Pezeshkian liderou com 42,5% dos votos, seguido por Jalili com  38,6%, de
acordo com a agência de notícias do Estado IRNA. Dos 60 milhões de eleitores elegíveis, 24
milhões votaram,  resultando suns bulls bet uma participação de 40%.
A baixa participação - suns bulls bet um país onde as eleições presidenciais costumam atrair mais
de  60% - ocorreu apesar do Khamenei ter incentivado os iranianos a mostrarem "máxima
participação" a fim de fortalecer a República  Islâmica contra seus adversários.
Iranianos que falaram com a suns bulls bet suns bulls bet Teerã antes da primeira votação
expressaram pouca fé  nos candidatos, especialmente porque os candidatos são aprovados pelo
Conselho dos Guardiães.
A participação sugere que "a ira e a desilusão  com o regime como um todo não estão limitadas
aos reformistas", disse Trita Parsi, um analista iraniano com sede suns bulls bet  Washington e
vice-presidente executivo do Instituto Quincy, à suns bulls bet . "Parece haver muita ira e
desilusão com o sistema,  mesmo entre os conservadores, porque suns bulls bet participação
também foi muito baixa."
No entanto, analistas dizem que mudanças críticas podem estar a  ocorrer entre os eleitores
antes da segunda rodada. Alguns conservadores - incluindo aqueles que no primeiro turno
apoiaram o candidato  conservador Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf - parecem estar transferindo seu
apoio para o reformista Pezeshkian às custas de seu oponente conservador  Jalili.
"Claramente há uma divisão entre os conservadores", disse Parsi à suns bulls bet , incluindo no
próprio Corpo dos Guardiães Revolucionários  Islâmicos (IRGC), no qual Jalili anteriormente
serviu.
Analistas sugerem que alguns conservadores acreditam que é necessário se afastar de algumas
das  políticas intransigentes do falecido presidente Raisi, que Jalili provavelmente continuará.
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Um dos conservadores é Sardar Mohsen Rashid, um fundador e membro  sênior do IRGC.
Rashid declarou seu apoio a Pezeshkian no
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